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Ten Running for Vestry Class of 2021
On Sunday, Dec. 2, we will hold our Annual 
Meeting, when we will elect five new 
members of our Vestry. Here’s a look at the 
candidates. All members in good standing at 
least 15 years old are allowed to vote. The 
9:30 a.m. service will be the only service that 
day, and the Annual Meeting will take place 
within the context of the Eucharist.

Lee Costa 
Lee and his wife, Jane came to St. Michael’s 
in the fall of 2013, joining their family, Pat 
Thacker and her 
late husband, Ed 
Thacker, who was 
Jane’s brother. Lee 
enjoys ushering, Band 
of Brothers, Habitat 
House building, and 
the annual Oyster 
Roast. Before moving 
to Raleigh, he served 
as junior and senior warden and on the 
Capital Building fund for Christ Episcopal 
Church in Mt. Pleasant, SC. Lee and Jane’s 
daughter, Katherine, son-in-law, Andrew 
Goldfaden, and grandsons Ben & Luke are 
also members of St. Michael’s. Daughter, 
Emily, lives in Ramestein, Germany.  Lee 
retired after 50 years in the men’s clothing 
industry. Now he has time for travel 
and “making sawdust – thus my love for 
Habitat projects! It would be an honor to 
contribute to the growth of our church 
family,” Lee says, “through my time and 
service, so we may remain vibrant, relevant 
and a special place for all.”

Liz Driscoll
Liz and her husband, Jarred, joined our 
parish in the spring of 2010, expecting 
their first child. When 
daughter Cora was 
old enough to attend 
the Day School, Liz 
joined the Board and 
served for four years. 
Son Aiden joined the 
family six years ago. 
“My heart is with 
all the children’s ministries,” Liz says. She 
created learning gardens for the Day 
School and she teaches the First Grade 
communion class. Liz is currently ECW 
president, a member of St. Margaret’s 
and serves on the Flower and Flower 
Delivery guilds. The Driscolls live on an 

“urban homestead” in Raleigh with a big 
garden, fruit trees, chickens and bees. 
“As a family we love spending time in 
nature, hiking among rhododendron fields 
of the Smokies, mucking around in the 
pond looking for tadpoles or catching 
fireflies in the summer.” Liz is a 4-H Youth 
Development Specialist in Crop and Soil 
Sciences, Entomology and Plant Pathology 
and Horticulture. “My heart is rooted in 
service,” she says. “When I am connecting 
with other people, building relationships, 
and supporting the good work of 
organizations that serve our community, I 
can amplify the Lord’s voice. St. Michael’s 
brims with kind-hearted and generous 
souls who care deeply, and I would love to 
encourage more ‘hands to larger service.’” 
Her ministry interests include Mission and 
Outreach and the Parish Day School.

Charles George
Since joining St. Michael’s in 2008 with his 
wife, Catherine, Charles has been active 
on the Grounds Committee, the Memorial 
Garden Committee 
and served two terms 
on the Parish Day 
School Board. He’s an 
usher and a greeter, 
and a mainstay in 
the kitchen at the 
Day School’s annual 
Spooky Spaghetti 
Supper. The George 
family participated in St. Michael’s Family 
Promise — hosting for the past two years 
— and now Charles serves on their board. 
His ministry interests include community 
outreach, finance and grounds. Charles is 
an attorney at Wyrick Robbins, and he and 
Catherine have two daughters: Rebecca, 
10, and Rachel, 8, who attended the Day 
School. Catherine served as president of 
the ECW. “St. Michael’s has been a very 
important place for my family and me,” he 
says. “I felt that it would be an opportunity 
for me to give back to the church and 
continue the great work done by those 
who’ve served before me.”

Gretchen Hardage
A longtime member of our parish, 
Gretchen joined in 1974 and has been 
active ever since. She has served as chair 
of the Altar Guild and has previous Vestry 
experience. She’s a Canterbury Shop 

volunteer and serves at the Shop
s greeting card buyer. She is a member 
of St. Elizabeth’s , and she also volunteers 
at the front desk. If elected to the Vestry, 
Gretchen is most 
interested in our 
Outreach and Mission 
ministries and the 
Altar Guild. “There is a 
never-ending financial 
need for the Outreach 
programs St Michael’s 
supports, as well as for 
volunteers,” she says.  
Retired after 26 years in the admissions 
office at Saint Mary’s School, Gretchen has 
two adult children and three grandsons. She 
is also mother to a fat Cavalier King Charles 
spaniel. An avid reader, she also volunteers 
for Wake Relief.  “I feel a closeness to God 
every time I’m here,” she says. “St. Michael’s 
gives me love, support and a feeling of 
being one with God that I feel nowhere 
else. Being on Vestry would allow me to 
give back.”

Ben Ipock
Ben and his wife, Mary Devon McWilliams, 
joined our parish in early 2016 and felt at 
home immediately. Ben is a member of the 
Young Adult Ministry 
and has attended 
the Men’s Ministry 
events and retreats, 
Habitat builds, and 
has volunteered with 
our Rise Against 
Hunger events. “My 
goal as a parishioner 
is to support all the 
ministries and missions of St. Michael’s,” 
he says. “This same goal is even more 
important as a member of the Vestry.” 
He’d like to become more involved. Ben 
and Mary Devon welcomed their first 
child, Eliza Bennett, in July, and are thrilled 
to be new parents . A cradle Episcopalian, 
Ben spent most of his “pew time” growing 
up in the Diocese of Western North 
Carolina.  While “dad” is his newest title, 
Ben serves as title counsel for a statewide 
title insurance company. “God has called 
us each to serve,” he says. “Now is my 
time to accept the call to serve on Vestry. 
St. Michael’s has a rich history of leading 
the way through its many ministries and 
the connectedness of the parish family. I 
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hope to be a part of the next generation 
of leadership to help continue that great 
legacy.”

Matt Marchione
If you’ve been a visitor at St. Michael’s over 
the past few years, you’ve likely met Matt. 
As a lead usher and greeter, he’s often the 
first person visitors see when they walk 
through our doors. Lately, he’s been joined 
by his son, Nicholas, 
who at 7 is already an 
usher in training. Matt 
and his wife, Jen, joined 
our parish in 2006, and 
in addition to Nicholas, 
have daughters Rachel, 
almost 10, and Kendall, 
almost 5. Since he 
has been here, Matt has also served as an 
EYC leader and a Sunday school teacher. 
His interests include Youth, Outreach 
& Mission and Newcomers.  Matt is a 
Divisional Chief Human Resources Officer 
with Duke University Health Systems, 
with responsibility for working with groups 
across Duke Health, “with the important 
mission of saving and improving lives,” he 
says.  “I consider St. Michael’s a wonderful 
church home, with outstanding clergy, 
staff and parishioners who support each 
other and our community. My children are 
extremely blessed to be growing up in St. 
Michael’s, and I’d be happy to give back and 
represent our vibrant congregation.” 

Katherine Poole
Katherine was expecting her first child 
when she joined St. Michael’s with her 
husband, Jon, in 2007. Since that time, she’s 
spent many an hour here, serving on the 
Parish Day School Board, St. Margaret’s and 
the ECW — as President, member-at-large 
and Ways and Means 
Chair. She co-chaired 
the Annual Fund 
and now co-chairs 
the Canterbury 
Shop. She taught 
7th grade Sunday 
school and created 
graphics for The 
Gathering. Her parish 
interests include ECW Missions, the Green 
Team initiative, the Canterbury Shop. She 
volunteers in the community through 
StepUp and the Camden Street Learning 
Garden. The Pooles have two sons,  Joe 
(14), and Davis (11). “I also consider my 

St. Michael’s friends to be my family,” she 
says. Katherine is a graphic designer and 
writer, and serves as an editorial assistant 
at Walter magazine. “I enjoy being immersed 
in what’s happening in our community,” 
she says. “I also love meeting new and 
interesting people and sharing their stories,” 
she says. “It has been my privilege to serve 
the church in many capacities,” from graphic 
design, and cold-calling parishioners to 
request a pledge, to planning the ECW 
Spring Event and renovating the Canterbury 
Shop.  “With this experience, I believe I can 
bring a fresh perspective to the Vestry, as I 
have been active in facilitating our church’s 
mission to Go Forth with God.”

Logan Price
Logan may be the only Vestry candidate 
who can claim a life-long parish history. 
The son of Virginia and Bob Price, Logan 
first sat in the pews of All Angels Chapel, 
then moved up to 
Beckwith before 
taking his place in 
“Big Church.” Since 
that time, he’s been a 
member of the choir 
and in high school 
served on the Search 
Committee that 
called Greg Jones to 
St. Michael’s. 
Today he is a life insurance underwriter 
with State Employees’ Credit Union and 
he married his wife, Kristin, at St. Michael’s 
in April. Logan has previously served on 
the Music Committee, the “It’s Your Call” 
Committee,  and he currently serves as an 
Acolyte Advisor, is on the Communications 
Committee and is active in the YAMS. If 
elected, his interests include Music and  
Children/Youth. “St. Michael’s has been a 
special place for my family and me since 
I was a kid,” Logan says. “We are blessed 
with a growing membership, vibrant 
programs and excellent staff. I want to 
ensure St. Michael’s continues to thrive in 
doing God’s work for generations to come.”

Melissa Raley
Longtime member Melissa Raley joined St. 
Michael’s in 1987 with her husband, Mike, 
and has immersed herself in the musical 
community here. She and Mike have two 
adult children and their first grandson on 
the way. 
Melissa has been a member of the handbell 
choir and now directs Beckwith Choir. She 

has been a leader in Beckwith Chapel, has 
served on REACH mission trips, has been 
a board member of the Episcopal Campus 
Ministries and a host 
for Family Promise. 
She also serves as 
an usher and is a lay 
Eucharistic Minister. 
Melissa retired in June 
after 43 years as an 
elementary music 
specialty teacher.  
Her passions are for 
music, children and outreach, and she and 
Mike have a great interest in our beautiful 
grounds.  “When Mike served on the 
Vestry, I saw how he grew as a parishioner, 
becoming a much more integrated member 
of St. Michael’s,” she says. “I would love to 
have a similar experience.”
 
Adam Whitesell
Adam and is wife, Zoe, officially joined 
St. Michael’s when confirmed in January 
of 2016. They began attending in the 
summer of 2015 
and participated in 
newcomer classes. Their 
children, Zayne and 
Adalyn were baptized 
here. He’s been active 
in Mission & Outreach, 
and if elected to the 
Vestry, he is most 
interested in that and in 
our children’s ministries.
“We are all so fortunate with what we 
have in life,” Adam says. “Sharing our gifts to 
help our neighbor is the most direct way 
to impact our community positively, and 
spread the Christian faith.”  The children’s 
ministry, he says, helps instill Christian 
values within the next generation, in hopes 
to make our world a better place. “ Adam 
leads a private wealth advisory practice, 
helping families fast track their financial 
goals.  “St. Michael’s is a special place,” he 
says. “You feel it the first time you join. 
You feel it in the parishioners. You feel it in 
the clergy, and staff. It’s in the music, and 
ministries, and morning worship. I’m running 
for Vestry to provide my small part to 
help continue keeping St. Michael’s special, 
and to spread the joy our family has in our 
church home to others.”


