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Hurricane Florence has been a stunning blow to 
North Carolina. I am still coming to grips with 
the extent of the 

damage and the suffering 
of so many of our fellow 
citizens in its wake. I am also 
realizing how lucky we who 
live in Raleigh are that the 
storm largely went around 
us. I say lucky, not blessed, 
because I am increasingly aware how many people confuse 
the two. In my view, God is King, but He is not the sort 
of king who makes everything happen that happens.

In the days after the hurricane, I have heard some say 
Raleigh was so blessed that the storm avoided us for the 
most part. The problem with that is the assumption that 
it was something God did. That God blessed us and so 
we didn’t get hit too hard. The problem with that is the 
implication that those who did get hit hard were … not 
blessed by God.

There’s a good book out called Everything Happens 
for a Reason: And Other Lies I’ve Loved. And it 
goes to this point. Author Kate Bowler is a widely 
regarded theologian and professor at Duke. She is 
also battling stage four cancer. Her book examines 
the very prevalent misinformation so many 
Christians spread that things always happen for a 
reason, and that reason is always God. She denies 
that suffering and mishaps are God’s doing. She 
says bad things happen for all sorts of reasons, and 
God is the redeemer but not the cause. 

Her book is intended as an antidote to the 
theology some Christians have which says 
everything is determined by God, a God who not 
only determines where hurricanes will do their 
damage, but who also determines who is saved 
and who is cursed to hell. Kate Bowler, and many 
of us, are deeply troubled by this vision of an all-
controlling God. 

On the second Sunday in September, the church 
was full for the start of the fall season. Holly 
welcomed us back home. Robert enthusiastically 

challenged us all to both increase by 1 percent our time 
spent in relationship with God, as well as to take one step 
forward to become more involved in 
the life of St. Michael’s. He listed 
some of the many ways we could 
do that. As we looked around the 
church it was plain to see that their 
enthusiasm was contagious. It was a 
happy place. 

Scott and I are honored and happy to be Annual Fund 
chairs for this exciting new year.  In the July Chronicles of 
Canterbury, a little bit was mentioned about us smiling. 
I am not so sure how true all that is, but I do know that 
smiles come easy when we just drive into the parking lot 
of this place. 

Finding Spiritual Generosity a Challenging Experience
Our joy continues when we walk into the nave 
and see the people who we love and with whom 
we share a love of Jesus gathered there. And all 
who believed were together and had all things in 
common. — Acts 2:44. They are smiling, too.

It’s hard to put into words what this place means 
to us, but it’s a sense we just don’t get anywhere 
else. I bet you feel it, too. We are thankful to God 
that He led us here so many years ago to grow in 
our faith.

As we all know, St. Michael’s is a very special 
place. We have clergy who bless each of us with 
a powerful message from God through their 
sermons every Sunday. We are blessed with an 
amazing staff — the music program is second 
to none. The children’s programs draw many 
wonderful young families to St. Michael’s, 

Kate Bowler, and many of 
us, are deeply troubled by 
this vision of an all-controlling 
God. And, we think it not only 
misrepresents the Bible, but it 
betrays Christ.



   The People of St. Michael’s

OFFICE HOURS
Monday-Friday, 9 am-5 pm

CANTERBURY SHOP HOURS
Monday - Friday
 10 am -1 pm

Sundays  9 am – 9:30 am & 10:30 am-noon

Church Phone:  (919) 782-0731
All area codes are 919 unless otherwise noted.

The Rev. Samuel GReGoRy JoneS, Rector
ext. 117 • jones@holymichael.org 

(c) 559-2004
The Rev. holly Gloff, Associate Rector 

ext. 127 • gloff@holymichael.org 
(c) 612-7228

The Rev. RobeRT fRuehwiRTh

Associate Rector 
ext. 105 • fruehwirth@holymichael.org

(c) 475-0082
The Rev. meTa ellinGTon, Deacon

ellington@holymichael.org 
(c) 210-9123

The Rev. DaviD CRabTRee, Deacon
(c) 614-2164

maRion b. “Chip” ChaSe, veRGeR 
(h) 851-9576

 
VESTRY

John Constance, Senior Warden • 332-2258
Anna McLamb,  Jr. Warden • 848- 9012
Debbie Reed Treasurer • 783-8978

  Joe Warenda, Clerk • 602-0839
Kristin Lingo, Recording Secretary

Class of 2018
David Bull •  785-9860 | John Constance • 332-2258  
Anna McLamb • 848- 9012 | Allen Marshall • 720-4236 

Joe Warenda • 602-0839
Class of 2019

  Tim Berry • 785-9573 | Dan Cahill • 785-1610
Valerie Jackson• 917-5164 

Robin Kennedy • 571-3633 | Lee Walker • 232-7726 
Class of 2020

Ashleigh Black •789-8284 
John Connell • 336-407-891 | Rob Griffin• 510-9982
Marty Munt • 847-6780 | Karen Wagoner• 601-2881.

STAFF
STella aTTaway, DiReCToR of ChRiSTian eDuCaTion

attaway@holymichael.org • ext. 106
ann GaRey, publiCaTionS

garey@holymichael.org • ext. 103
ChaRloTTe GRiffin, DiReCToR of DevelopmenT

griffin@holymichael.org • ext. 121
lee hayDen, DiReCToR of opeRaTionS 

& newComeR miniSTRy

hayden@holymichael.org • ext.108
abby van noppen, DiReCToR of youTh miniSTRy

vannoppen@holymichael.org  • ext. 115 
Kevin KeRSTeTTeR, DiReCToR of muSiC

kerstetter@holymichael.org • ext. 101
SuSan liTTle, finanCial aDminiSTRaToR

little@holymichael.org • ext. 113
CaRolyn l’iTalien, aSSiTanT To 

ChilDRen’S miniSTReS & opeRaTionS

litalien@holymichael.org
Jean olSon, paRiSh SeCReTaRy

olson@holymichael.org • ext. 112
SuSan RounTRee, DiReCToR of CommuniCaTionS

rountree@holymichael.org • ext.122

FACILITIES STAFF
Jesús Epigmenio, Groundskeeper 
Marcela de la Cruz, Housekeeper

PARISH DAY SCHOOL 
782-6430

manDy annunziaTa, DiReCToR

annunziata@holymichael.org • ext. 110
CaSon maDDiSon, aSSiTanT DiReCToR • ext.114

2

Chronicles of Canterbury

continued on the next page

Lifelong Disciple

Our Friend Saint Paul

It has been a joy this fall to offer Sunday Forums on St. Paul, one of the most colorful 
and significant of Christians in the history of … everything! 
Without Paul, it is difficult to imagine what the church 

would be.

Some people have not been fans of Paul; saying that he distorted 
Jesus’ Good News. In my 18 months of studying Paul I have 
become more convinced than ever that he was faithful to the 
absolute essence of the Good News of Jesus. I believe he was 
the instrument by which that Gospel, and the mystery of Jesus 
himself, became an experienced, communal reality for the 
Church — past, present, and future. 

I hope that you have enjoyed these Sunday Forums, and I hope 
even more that you will follow that up by joining the upcoming 
small group program in which we will read together Rowan 
William’s excellent book, Meeting God in St. Paul. [Details TBD; 
to signal your interest, email me at fruehwirth@holymichael.org.]

Now just as St. Paul is famous for repeating himself as he 
struggles to articulate the enormity of his vision of a new creation 
in Christ, so I’d like to take this chance to try one last time to 
describe what I’ve seen in Paul.

Most striking is that Paul suffered the loss of everything, every 
marker for who he had been and who he thought he was, the 
moment he accepted Jesus as Messiah, Jesus as Lord. As he says 
in Philippians 3, he wrote off all his assets of birth, training, 
Torah-based righteousness, and social admiration, for the 
“surpassing worth”of knowing Christ as his Lord. 

And what he gained, in knowing Christ Jesus as Lord, was 
not an academic knowledge about God or Jesus. It was rather 
the awareness that in spite of his involvement in the religious 
terrorism of his day, his murder of Christians, Jesus and God still 
related to him tenderly, with compassion. Not only did God still 
love him, God still wanted him, chose him, and gave him work 
to do. 

In this visionary moment of learning about God’s care for him and for all, Paul learned, 
essentially, two things. He learned a new way of belonging to God, based solely in God, 
and he learned a new way of belonging with and to other human beings. 

The new way of belonging to God is based on God’s unilateral and unconditional choice for 
us. This is God’s action. It is not and cannot be based on anything we do. It has nothing to 
do with birth, ethnicity, training, education, social standing, morality or anything else. 

We become part of God’s new reality because God makes us so. This alone is wondrous, 
that my openness to God is possible because God has chosen to be totally open to me. I am 
met in God by a gaze of love wanting and choosing me, and willing to go on suffering in 
order to stay in total contact with me even as I strike out against God. 

The new way of belonging to one another is just as radical. Once we belong to God in the 
way that Paul describes, we belong to every human being. Faithfulness to my belonging to 
God, by God’s sheer choice, means recognizing that in God, I already belong to every other 
human being. Another way of putting this is to say that every human being can look at me 
with a familial “claim” on me. Not only do I have belonging with them, but I also know 
God’s longing for them. That is their claim on me. Finally, within this human belonging, 
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And, we think it not only misrepresents the Bible, but it betrays Christ.

I believe the idea that God makes bad things happen, and that God 
has predetermined who will be saved and who will be condemned, is an 
abomination that denies the hope of salvation, is an abandonment of 
Christ on the cross, a denial of knowing Jesus, and a persecution of the 
true Gospel at every turn.

I believe that God made nature in all its splendid variation and change. He 
made the universe a cosmos of order and chaos both, which God in God’s 
sovereignty permits to exist in its radical freedom. I see God’s glory not 
in His micro-managerial control of creation, but in His open permission 
to allow the freedom of the universe within the bonds of its natural laws, 
many of which are known and unknown to us. Which means that bad 
things can and will happen, but they are not all God’s doing. 

God’s approach to healing this free and dangerous universe is to enter into 
its chaos and order in Christ. He joins us where we are in our suffering, 
not as the cause and controller, but as the companion and redeemer.

That’s the Good News. God’s not a sky-bound puppetmaster who 
takes childish glee in lording it over the universe, destroying most and 
saving few. He doesn’t cause hurricanes and floods. He enters into the 
floodwaters with us to share and enjoin our lives to His. God was in the 
midst of the hurricane and is there in its aftermath — everywhere — 
working through the first responders and in linemen and in the volunteers 
picking up people in boats and clearing trees and serving hot meals and 
rescuing dogs.

No, God doesn’t cause these things, but He is in them. And Kate Bowler 
knows that. We are proud to be co-hosting Kate on Thursday, Oct. 11, 
with White Memorial Presbyterian and Hayes Barton Methodist. We 

RECTOR
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there is a special intimacy with other Christians, with 
people who confess “Jesus is Lord.” When we come 
together into Christian community, when we hear 
that claim that Jesus is Lord our shared Lord, we 
can look at each other and say, “Aha, you say that, 
too. You, too, have undergone that fundamental 
un-selfing in God. You, too, know yourself sent to 
every other person in this world. You, too, know the 
joy of God’s claim on you, the claim of God’s love 
for others.” Within such recognition, we are sharing 
our experience of knowing God and being forgiven 
and called and sent. We share our sufferings and we 
share our joy. 

What St. Paul has to teach us is that, with this new 
kind of belonging, we get to walk around in the Old 
Creation bearing the gift of the New. We get to 
experience the joy of belonging unconditionally to a 
God who rejoices in us, who sends us out mightily to 
be His hands and voice in the world.

— The Rev. Robert Fruehwirth

hope to do more with these sister churches here in 
the neighborhood in the coming years. This event 
is sponsored by all three of us, and will be held at 
White Memorial. I am reading her book now, and I 
invite you to join me.

— The Rev. Samuel Gregory Jones

Just One Percent? Give God a Chance
Editor’s note: The Rev. Robert Fruehwirth, in a recent 
sermon, challenged the congregation to give God one 
percent of their time on any given day. The idea is 
challenging and can be life-changing. We decided to 
include the challenge here.
Do whatever you want, live a completely 
mendacious life if that is what you are drawn to, 
only give one percent of your day, every day, to 
God. Of course God wants 100 percent, and even 
10 percent sounds good, but giving God just 1 percent of each day is 
enough for God to turn your life around. 

One percent works out to 14.4 minutes, every day. Let’s round that up to 
15 minutes a day. What will you do with this time? 

• Reflect on what is happening in your life and the lives of those closest 
to you.

• Write down some thoughts in a journal. 

• Put the people and events you have thought about before God. Ask for 
help, clarity and courage. Read scripture. Start with the Gospel for the 
coming Sunday worship. 

This is prayer. For 15 minutes a day. Just 1 percent. Give God a chance.
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You don’t want to miss either speaker, I promise.

And of course we need to stretch our legs, as well as 
our minds.  Please join us when we tour the Camden 
Street Learning Garden in Raleigh on Thursday, Oct. 25. 
The Inter-Faith Food Shuttle’s Camden Street Garden 
combines “innovative and transformative solutions to 
end hunger.” St. Michael’s has been an active Community 
Partner since the garden’s inception, and last year 
donated $50,000 for a new outdoor learning kitchen. 
The one-acre garden contains 32 beds, a market garden, 
a “food forest,” a rainwater catchment system and many 
other features. 

The community gardeners learn much more than how 
to put seeds in the ground. They develop their own 
community, they learn to grow food and how to prepare 
the food as affordable and healthy meals for their families.

We will tour the garden at 11 a.m. and then have lunch. 
We will depart from St. Michael’s at 10:30 a.m. Please 
wear sensible shoes, as the gardens are a bit uneven! We 
will return to the church before 3 p.m. Sign up at the 
front desk.

— The Rev. Holly M. Gloff

Older, Wiser, Learning, Sharing

Two Great Speakers and a Garden
October brings fascinating activities to keep you learning and active. You all 
have told me that you like being challenged with fascinating speakers and 
that getting out to places you had never thought of going was exciting for 
you.

Starting off the month, we have our very own Dr. Deborah Radisch, chief 
medical examiner for the State of North 
Carolina. Dr. Radisch will be speaking 
about her extraordinary position — and 
I don’t mean as a choir member of St. 
Michael’s — its challenges and how she 
got to where she is. Her research interests 
include “forensic pathology with an 
emphasis on injury prevention; Director 
of the NC Child Fatality Prevention Team, 
utilizing data collection and surveillance 
to prevent unintentional and intentional 
deaths of children.” Dr. Radisch will be speaking to us on Thursday, Oct. 4, 
at 2 p.m. in the Convocation Room. Cookies and coffee will be served.

On Thursday, Oct. 18, we will have another heavy-hitter speaker. The Rev. 
David Crabtree will be addressing us in the Parish Hall at 2 p.m. David 
has had so many years of experience as a broadcaster and while we feel 
like we know him since he comes into our living rooms every evening on 
WRAL, we don’t know as much about him as we would like. We have not 
heard all of his experiences reporting on the Olympics, for example. Nor 
do we know what it is like to have to report difficult news hour after hour 
and day after day during emergencies, most recently Hurricane Florence. 

Join us and find out more about this fascinating Emmy award-winning 
journalist and member of our clergy team before he retires in December. 

keeping us vibrant and growing. The Outreach programs 
keep growing, so we at St. Michael’s are serving God in our 
community, both in Raleigh and the world. The small-group 
opportunities are rich. Even the coffee is good now. We could 
go on and on. And it all comes from God. 

The theme for this year’s campaign is Generosity is Thanksgiving 
to God. “You will be enriched in every way for your great 
generosity, which will produce thanksgiving to God through us; 
for the rendering of this ministry not only supplies the needs of 
the saints but also overflows with many thanksgivings to God.” 
— 2 Corinthians 9:10-12

It is that time of year when we are asked to prayerfully consider 
making a pledge to St. Michael’s for the 2019 budget. During 
the first week of October, every household will receive a packet 
in the mail. But this Annual Fund packet will not look like it 
has in the past. It will include a booklet, a sort of generosity 
guide, that will provide an opportunity prior to Pledge Sunday 
to closely examine generosity as you delve deeper into your 
relationship with God — to view generosity as a spiritual 
endeavor. 

Scott and I did this in our preparation for writing this article 
(that has at times been terrifying). We have always given 
probably out of a sense of duty, something we felt we were 
supposed to do. Yet it was good to see our support of St. 

Michael’s — whether it be our pledge, giving of our time or 
participating in the programs — in terms of thanksgiving.

In examining something that should have been so obvious to us, 
we found it gave us a better perspective. 

God asks only that we get to know Him personally, love Him 
and try to live out our lives serving others through Him. He 
gives us everything. As James put it, “Every generous act of 
giving and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from 
the Father of lights with whom there is no variation or shadow 
due to change.” —  James 1:17.  Our support, then, of all the 
God-given experiences at St. Michael’s becomes an overflow of 
thanksgiving.  

Again, we are honored 
and humbled to be the 
Annual Fund chairs for 
2019.  We are looking 
forward to working with 
you on this campaign. As 
Scott said, “Let’s make 
it the shortest campaign 
ever!”  

— Scott  & Michele,  Annual 
Fund 2019 Chairs

Scott & Michele Murphy

ANNUAL FUND
 from page 1
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Don’t let your 2019 Annual Fund packet fool you. Sure, the 
manila envelope enclosing the packet is the same, but its contents 
are quite different! This year, you will find an invitation in your 
packet — an invitation to embark on a journey together as a 
parish. 

The invitation is a guide designed to encourage every parishioner 
to discover a deeper spiritual link between our generosity and 
God. In the guide, you will find prayers, scripture and a few short 
questions designed to explore what it means to be generous, and 
ultimately, to find a deeper connection to God. 

Let’s be clear — this is not an opportunity to feel great for 
pledging. Nor is it an exercise in guilt. The goal is to emphasize 
the spirituality of generosity.

Of course, there is a pledge card and return envelope included in 
the packet. You may submit your pledge card via mail, or bring 
it on Pledge Sunday as your offering. You also have the option of 
pledging using direct debit, or online www.holymichael.org/give.

Today, many of our friends and neighbors in North and South 
Carolina remain devastated by Hurricane Florence. In crises, it 
is easy to answer God’s call to be generous to meet immediate 
needs of food and shelter for His people facing extraordinary 
circumstances. And we should. It is also a time to express great 
thanks to God for our unscathed homes.

We are also called to provide for St. Michael’s, our church 
home, in the coming year. During this year’s Annual Fund 
campaign, let’s ground ourselves in the surety that God does, 
and will always, provide for us. Let’s respond generously, with 
thanksgiving, for all His gifts and the opportunity to support his 
church. 

— Charlotte Griffin, Director of Development

We Invite You To Consider Generosity: Annual Fund 2019
Important Dates 
Sunday, September 30 -  Meet your Annual Fund Chairs 
Michele and Scott Murphy at church and during the 
parish picnic that afternoon. Read their story in this 
issue of Chronicles.

Week of October 10 – The 2019 Annual Fund packets are 
prepared and mailed to each household.

October 14 – Don’t miss Greg and Robert’s Adult 
Education forum. It promises to be  thought-provoking, 
and entertaining.

October 28 – PLEDGE SUNDAY 

Throughout October – 

• Devote time to using the guide, and encourage others 
in your household to do so. It doesn’t take long to read 
and contemplate, and it is not necessary to read it in one 
sitting. You may, like I have, refer to it several times as 
you walk this path.

• Check St. Michael’s Annual Fund web page, Facebook 
page, and dedicated emails for stories and tidbits about 
generosity.

Please contact Charlotte Griffin, director of 
development, with questions about the Annual Fund or 
the Holy Michael Foundation, griffin@holymichael.org, 
919-782-0731, ext. 121.

A Convenient, new wAy to Give
You’re on vacation, relaxing in a chair when suddenly you think, “I need to 
pay my pledge this month. There’s got to be easy way to do it now.” Or 
perhaps, “I’ve been meaning to donate to the Holy Michael Foundation. I 
wonder if I could do it from this chair.”
Well, now you can with text giving! And it’s very simple.
•Text St. Michael’s keyword to 73256. Our keyword is “Canterbury.”
• Click the link sent to you to complete your profile. (A one-time step.)
• Use the drop-down menu to select a gift to General Pledge (your An-
nual Fund pledge) or select Holy Michael Foundation.
• Enter the amount of your gift and press “send.”
• You will receive confirmation of your gift.
• Done!
Please note: you cannot pledge by text. If you want the convenience of 
paying your pledge using text giving, you must pledge and set up your 
payment profile online at www.holymichael.org/give. Please contact 
Charlotte Griffin with questions, griffin@holymichael.org, 919-782-0731, 
ext. 121.

http://www.holymichael.org/give. 
mailto:griffin%40holymichael.org?subject=
http://www.holymichael.org/give
mailto:griffin%40holymichael.org?subject=
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  EYC Makes  a Splash!
photos by Coleridge Nash
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  EYC Makes  a Splash!
photos by Coleridge Nash

On Sunday, Sept. 9, the Episcopal Youth Community had a splashing great time at its annual program year kick-off. Ice cream 
sundaes and a make-shift slip and slide provided plenty of cool fun. The EYC meets Sunday evenings and Wednesday nights 
for fellowship, programs and Bible study. Check out holymichael.org for the full schedule.
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This month, I would like to introduce you to Vida Dutton 
Scudder. Vida was born to a Congregational missionary 
in India, and it was there that her father accidentally 

drowned when she was 1 year old. She and her mother returned 
to Boston, from whence they came. 

She attended a Girl’s Latin School there, graduated and became 
a student at Smith College, where she received a BA in 1884. 
While at Smith, she became best friends with Clara French. The 
two ladies were the first women 
accepted as graduate students 
at Oxford, and they studied 
there together until 1886. At 
that point, Vida taught English 
literature at Wellesley College, 
becoming a full professor 
in 1910. While Vida was at 
Oxford, she studied with John 
Ruskin, who challenged her 
to consider her privileged 
upbringing. She became very 
class conscious, and also began her lifelong self-examination, 
attempting to reconcile her Christianity with Socialist politics.

Vida and Clara became one of a group of founders of the 
“settlement house movement.” They both became advocates for 
the working-class and labor unions in the Boston area. 

The idea of “settlement houses” was introduced by John Ruskin. 
He and a group of prominent British reformers were idealistic 
intellectuals from the middle class, who were appalled by the 
working conditions of the poorer working classes. They were 
equally concerned by the growing rift between the upper and 
lower classes, and the poverty of the average factory worker. 
They stressed fellowship and cooperation and eradicating the 
causes of poverty, rather than just the effects. They felt that 
knowledge would improve character and cure poverty and that 
scientific progress would elevate the lives of all people. Their 
aim was a union of “science and sympathy,” or compassion and 
knowledge. 

As in England, it was a time of massive change in the mindsets 
of workers whose lives shifted from the more rural farming type 
of work to the cities and factory work. With a growing group 
of immigrants all competing for jobs, the average working class 
man’s living wage plummeted. In an effort to increase their 
income, both parents worked and child labor grew.

All of these factors made life intolerable, and all this occurred 
before any mutual aid societies or labor movements existed. This 
is where Vida Scudder found her passion. She was one of the 
founders of the College Settlements Association, and established 
the settlement house called the Denison House in Boston. She 
was its primary administrator from 1893 to 1913. Denison 
House provided a variety of social and educational services 
to neighborhood residents, most of whom were immigrants. 
Several notable women worked there, including pioneering 
aviator Amelia Earhart.

In 1888, Vida’s great friend Clara French died, and Vida joined 
the Society of the Companions of the Holy Cross, which was 
a group of Episcopalian women who dedicated themselves to 
intercessory prayer and social reconciliation. She also joined the 
Society of Christian Socialists. She became a delegate to the 
Boston Central Labor Union convention, she helped organize 
the Federal Labor Union and helped organize the Women’s 
Trade Union league. Having spent a year in Italy and France, 

she then became director of the Circolo Italo-
Americano at Denison House. 

The more she was involved in all of these 
organizations, the further to the political left she 
moved. In 1911, she co-founded the Episcopal 
Church Socialist League and joined the Socialist 
Party. She worked assiduously to reconcile the 
conflicting doctrines of Marxism and Christianity. At 
a famous speech she made in Lawrence, Mass., she 
is quoted as saying: “I would rather never again wear 
a thread of wollen than know my garments had been 
woven at the cost of such misery as I have seen and 

known past the shadow of a doubt to have existed in this town…
If the wages are of necessity below the standard to maintain man 
and woman in decency and in health, then the wollen industry 
has not a present right to exist in Massachusetts.”

In the 1920’s, she embraced pacifism, retired from Wellesley 
and became the first dean of the summer school of Christian 
Ethics there. She lectured at the New School for Social Research 
in NY, published an autobiography entitled On Journey and a 
collection of essays. 

Vida received the degree of LHD from Smith College in 1922 
and from Nashotah House (Episcopal seminary in Wisconsin), 
she received an LLD degree in 1942.

Vida had so many qualities that I wish I had. Because her 
family had enough money to send her to post-graduate study 
in England, she had the wherewithal to put into action her 
passions, learning how to help improve the lives of the poor 
and overworked. I admire that she used her money not to buy 
herself a place in society, but to improve the lives of others. It 
was a time of exploring education as a way out of poverty, and 
she took it to heart. Education was a passion, but it also served 
as a way to connect others so that they had a social community 
where workers could share ideas and concerns with one another.  
There was no welfare system, and so this enabled the families to 
support each other and help meet critical needs. Vida did not 
just tell other people what to do, but helped make it all happen.   

Vida died in Wellesley, Mass. Oct. 10, 1954. Her feast day in 
the Episcopal Liturgical Calendar is Oct. 10.

— The Rev. Holly M. Gloff

For All the Saints 

Vida Dutton Scudder:  Educator, Writer, Welfare Activist
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Imagine how difficult, if not impossible, it would be to try to hold 
down a job to support your family if you had no way to get to that 
job.  Wheels4Hope, a non-profit whose primary mission is “to provide 
affordable, reliable transportation to economically-vulnerable families and 
individuals in our community,” takes steps to change that problem one 
vehicle at a time.

Wheels4Hope accepts used vehicles, which volunteers then refurbish to 
make sure they are in good running order. Applicants must pay $500 for 
their vehicle, no matter the make, model. Additionally, they must pay tax 
on the vehicle, plus the title and 
license fees.  

Typically, an applicant pays 
around $600-$625 for their 
vehicle. Applicants must be in 
a case management relationship 
with a referring agency. They 
must also be employed, and they 
must possess knowledge of what 
is takes for car ownership — 
maintenance, repairs, insurance, 
etc.   

Wheels4Hope shares a 
connectedness with some of our 
other Gifts of Grace participants. 
These Partner Agencies make 
referrals to Wheels4Hope 
contingent upon individuals being 
employed and having met their 
established criteria and having been 
involved in that agency’s programs 
for an extended period of time.  
Services which the Partner Agencies 
offer include assistance with 
employment, housing, life skills, 
budgeting, recovery, counseling and 
more.  

Elaine Pleasants, Executive Director 
of Wheels4Hope in Wake County, reflected on their participation in 
Gifts of Grace last year.  “It was a great experience,” she says. “We had a 
great time and met a lot of parishioners. St. Michael’s parishioners were 
very generous financially to us.” 

Wheels4Hope does about a dozen gift fairs in churches throughout the 
year, Ms. Pleasants noted. “St. Michael’s folks really seem invested in 
making sure everyone in the parish has a chance to participate in Gifts 
of Grace. Car ownership opens up so many doors for people,” she adds. 
“Applicants report that they are able to work additional hours and can 
sometimes get a better job.  They are able to purchase more than two bags 
of groceries at a time — the amount they can carry on a bus. They can go 
back to school, and their children can participate in after-school activities.  
These are things so many of us take for granted.”

For those of you who might be interested in volunteer opportunities, 
Ms. Pleasants says there are two ways to volunteer at Wheels4Hope.  
The first way is as a mechanic. She says you don’t need to be a certified 

mechanic. All vehicles coming through Wheels4Hope 
get an oil change, tires rotated and/or changed, 
and brakes checked. Volunteer car runners are also 
needed to move cars in the community. They pick up 
donated cars and take them for additional servicing 
that Wheels4Hope does not provide. Individuals 
volunteering as car runners should be comfortable 
driving cars that may be 15 years old or older. More 
volunteers means more cars in the hands of applicants, 
she says. To volunteer, visit  wheels4hope.org.

Wheels4Hope also sells cars to 
the public as a fundraiser that 
sell at or near retail price. There 
is no specific day to buy a car; 
Wheels4Hope will sell you a car 
any day! Currently, there are five 
cars available for public sale, and 
these range in price from $1,300 
to $6,000.  

Teresa of Avila says, “Christ has 
no body on earth but yours, no 
hands but yours, no feet but yours. 

Yours are the eyes through which 
the compassion of Christ is to look 
out on a hurting world. Yours are 
the feet which he is to go about 
doing good. Yours are the hands 
with which to bless now. Amen.”  

The work that Wheels4Hope and 
our other Gifts of Grace agencies 
do goes a long way to fulfill Teresa’s 
prayer. At Gifts of Grace on 
Nov. 11, please consider putting 
Wheels4Hope on your shopping 
list. 

— Karen Wagoner

Wheels for Hope Partner Agencies  
Participating in Gifts of Grace

Alliance Medical Ministry 
Family Promise of Wake County 

Healing Transitions 
Interact  

Families Together 
StepUp Ministry 

Urban Ministries of Wake County.  
Many hands work together to help people 

stand on their own, restore dignity to individuals 
and families, and build a sense of community.

Sometimes Dignity Comes on Wheels

JOIN 
US FOR GIFTS 

OF GRACE
SUNDAY, NOV. 11

8:30 A.M.-12:30 P.M. in the Parish Hall

Browse among two dozen agencies and St. 
Michael’s groups and donate in honor  

of family and friends. 
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2122 Barrington 

Manor Drive 
27612
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co-sponsored 
by St. 

Michael’s

Concert in Memory of Paul Elliott

Organist Eric Plutz in Concert
Eric Plutz has begun his second decade as University 
Organist at Princeton University, where his 
responsibilities include playing for weekly services 
and academic ceremonies at the Chapel, as well as 
solo concerts. He is lecturer in music and instructor 
of organ at Princeton University. He is also rehearsal 
accompanist for the Westminster 
Symphonic Choir at Westminster 
Choir College. 

As an organ concert soloist, Mr. 
Plutz, who “performs with gusto, 
flair, clarity, and strong yet pliant 
rhythmic control (Mr. Hildreth for 
The American Organist),” has accepted engagements 
in distinguished locations across the United States 
and abroad including Germany, Austria, Philadelphia 
(Verizon Hall, the Wanamaker Organ, Longwood 
Gardens), New York City (Avery Fisher Hall, Church 
of St. Ignatius Loyola, Cathedral of St. John the 
Divine), Washington, DC (Washington National 
Cathedral), and San Francisco (Grace Cathedral).  

He has been a featured artist at the annual convention 
of the Organ Historical Society as well as conventions 
of the American Guild of Organists. His playing 
has been broadcast on “With Heart and Voice,” 
“Pipedreams,” and “the Wanamaker Organ Hour.”

Four years ago, parishioner Paul Elliott met with St. 
Michael’s choirmaster, Kevin Kerstetter, to plan music 
for Paul’s funeral. Paul chose two substantial organ 
pieces. Kevin had played one of the pieces years ago. 
The other piece, “Revelations of St. John the Divine,” 
composed by Larry King for organ and tape, is played 
very rarely, and would require months of practice to 

learn. Kevin ordered the score and tape (now a CD), 
but assumed he’d have many years to learn the piece. 

Paul passed away suddenly, while Kevin was on his 
way to Pennsylvania to visit his family. Paul was an 
adored member of St. Michael’s choir, and Kevin 
wanted to do everything possible to abide by Paul’s 
wishes, but there was no way to learn the Larry King 
piece in a few days. Two weeks after Paul’s funeral, 
Eric Plutz asked Kevin if “Revelations of St. John the 
Divine” would be an appropriate piece to play on his 
Nov. 2 concert! Kevin was astonished by this, because 
very few organists play the piece. It seems to be more 
than a coincidence that this piece, loved by Paul, will 
be played on St. Michael’s pipe organ so soon after the 
loss of our dear friend. 

Join us as we celebrate Paul’s life with some 
extraordinary organ music played by an outstanding 
organist. Admission is free. Contributions will be 
welcomed in support of music at St. Michael’s.

Friday,  
Nov 2, 7:30 
p.m. 
dedicated to 
the memory 
of Paul Elliott Eric Plutz, organist

Meet Kate Bowler. She’s a mom, a historian at 
Duke University Divinity School, a self-described 
optimist and a chronicler of the 
Prosperity Gospel. Her work on 
the Prosperity Gospel, which 
became a book, Blessed: A History 
of the American Prosperty Gospel, 
published in 2013. She’s an expert 
in the history of Christianity in 
America and also has stage IV 
cancer. 

That diagnosis came in 2015, 
when stomach pain drove her to 
the doctor. What irony, she says 
in writing about health, wealth and well-being while 
being gravely ill.

“In my vulnerability, I am seeing my world without 
the Instagrammed filter of breezy certainties and 

perfectible moments,” she wrote in a New York 
Times op-ed piece in 2015. “I can’t help noticing the 
brittleness of the walls that keep most people fed, 
sheltered and whole. I find myself returning to the 
same thoughts again and again: Life is so beautiful. 
Life is so hard.”

Kate has written a new book about her journey 
through cancer called Everything Happens for a 
Reason: And Other Lies I’ve Loved. This month, she 
will share her story with us at a partnered event at 
White Memorial Presbyterian. St. Michael’s, White 
Memorial and Hayes Barton United Methodist 
will host Kate on Thursday, Oct. 11, at 7 p.m. 
There is no charge and registration is not required. 
Reservations are  required for child care. (Visit www.
whitememorial.org/register.)

Author, Duke Historian Kate Bowler Event Oct. 11
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Saint Paul 4: Believing iS BelOnging: St. Paul 
and new cOmmunity  
with Jeff henSley, theOlOgian in reSidence 
Romans 9-11. Theologian in residence, Jeff 
Hensley will reflect on the new belonging 
created by Christ, as explored by Paul is the 
closing chapter of his epistle to the Romans. 

Oct 14

gOd’S giving and the great thankSgiving 
with the rev. greg JOneS &  
the rev. rOBert fruehwirth 
Eucharist means “thanksgiving” in Greek. Just 
as Eucharist is the central act of Christian wor-
ship, a life of thanksgiving is what Christians are 
supposed to be about. In this class, Greg and 
Robert will explore a theology of thanksgiving 
from scripture and Christian practice. 
 
Oct. 21 
welcOming the Stranger 
with adrienne mOrtOn 
refugee ServiceS cOOrdinatOr fOr  
lutheran family ServiceS carOlina. 
Now more than ever there is a need for our 
community to come together and welcome 
the stranger. Refugees are one of the most 
resilient populations in the world. They have 
been forced to flee their country of origin due 
to persecution — or a well-founded fear of 
persecution — because of race, religion, na-
tionality or political affiliation. Yet the journey is 
just beginning. Refugees can spend 17 years or 
longer in a refugee camp waiting for a durable 
solution, and for the 1 percent of refugees that 
are resettled in a third country such as the 
United States, integration is one more hurdle in 
their journey. So how can we as an American 
community and as believers in Christ better 
support this vulnerable population? What is the 
best way to accept, appreciate, and honor the 
journey they’ve endured?’
 
Oct. 28

fOr earS that hear with heartS tO learn 
with marcia cOleS, Jim ward, gretchen 
kemmer & Bruce hunn 
Funny, sometimes shocking, yet always 
calling us to listen to those unlike ourselves, 
this forum will be a panel discussion with 
parishioners Marcia Coles, Jim Ward, and 
Gretchen Kemmer about their experience of 
judging and being judged by the color of skin 
in America today. Moderated by Bruce Hunn 
and presented by the Racial Reconciliation 
Task Group at St. Michael’s, our aim is to stir 
up conversation about our experience of being 
black or white in America. What is it like? 
Where is God moving us as we engage with St. 
Matthews AME?

FindinG God in the ordinAry:  
SmAll GroupS For deepeninG FAith And FellowShip  
At St. miChAel’S

Tuesday Nights 

6-7:30 p.m. beginning Oct. 2

Wednesday Night Express with child care 

 6-7 p.m. beginning Oct. 3

Thursday Mornings 

11a.m-12:30 p.m. beginning Oct. 4

 
Do you want to meet new people at St. Michael’s and make 
new friendships? Do you want to grow in your faith? Do you 
want a greater sense of purpose and calm in everyday life and 
strong relationships? These small groups are for you! Start-
ing the first week of October, the aim of the small groups is 
to build fellowship and introduce practices that help us grow 
in Christian faith. In a series of 90-minute sessions  — 60 
minutes for the Wednesday night Express version — we will 
build friendships as we explore Christian spirituality using the 
book Soul Feast by Marjorie Thompson. In our gatherings, we 
will discuss a chapter from Thompson’s book and practice 
attentive listening and response to scripture. We will also 
experience silence and prayer as uniquely powerful ways of 
being open to God. Participants will be asked to commit to 
regular attendance, modest reading, and to follow a light but 
consistent practice of prayer and reflection.

 Questions: Contact the Rev. Robert Fruehwirth

Register: https://www.eventbrite.com/o/the-rev-robert-frue-
hwirth-12429852136

Save the Date!

ECW Ladies Tea

Sunday, Nov. 4

More information to 
come soon, but mark 
your calendar today!

mailto:Fruehwirth%40holymichael.org?subject=
https://www.eventbrite.com/o/the-rev-robert-fruehwirth-12429852136
https://www.eventbrite.com/o/the-rev-robert-fruehwirth-12429852136
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St. Michael’s continues to make an impact on families in our area, and last month awarded 
$36,000 in grants to worthy organizations that focus on supporting families in crisis.

Funding for the grants comes annually from the Mission and Outreach budget and from 
proceeds from sales in the Canterbury Shop. Organizations submit grant applications in 
August and grants are funded in September.

A dozen organizations, many of them participants in our annual Gifts of Grace, focus on low-
income families, helping them transition from poverty or disaster to stability.  

The Green Chair Project, which reuses donated furniture and household goods for families 
referred to them who are moving into permanent housing after homelessness, or are 
recovering from disaster, received $5,000. St. Saviour’s Center, which houses six charitable 
organizations, received $4,500. Wake Relief Food Pantry, StepUp and Triangle Family 
Services received $4,000 each. All three organizations serve families in crisis in Wake County.

PLM Families Together, which moves homeless families in Wake Co. and surrounding areas 
to stability, received $3,000, as did the Episcopal Campus Ministry. The ECM funds will 
be used to continue operation of Cheshire House on the campus of NCSU. Haven House, 
which operates three crisis and homeless services programs for youth ages 10 to 24, received a 
$2,500 grant. It will use the funding to meet the growing critical needs of the homeless teen 
population. FIGS, which supports low-income families in need of prescription medicine, 
received $2,000 and will use the funds specifically for diabetic clients.

Transitions LifeCare (formerly Hospice) and Tentmaker Ministries received $1,000 each. 
Tent Ministries will use its grant money to help meet the operating costs of Naledi Christian 
Academy, a private, Christian primary school established in the impoverished community of 
Ikageng, South Africa. 

“It is exciting to be able to provide this funding to our 12 recipients this year,” says Mary 
Currin, volunteer director of mission and outreach. “Although we were not able to totally 
fulfill the requested amounts, we were able to come close. It is my hope that in future grant 
cycles, there will be sufficient funds to fully support these well deserving non-profit partners 
and aid their missions to address hunger, housing and health in our community.”

St. Michael’s Awards $36,000 in Grants 


