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Since I believe that God exists, interacts with 
time and space, and that the Bible isn’t just 
a bunch of meaningfully “made-up stuff,” I 

get a big kick out of studying history, science and 
archeology. In recent years, folks have dug up some 
interesting things. Things that truly spark my spiritual 
imagination. 

One thing really grabbed my attention more than a 
decade ago. It was the discovery of a small stone box 
with some ancient looking Hebrew writing on top.  
The box is an ossuary, a “bone box,” from the first 
century A.D. After a person was buried in a tomb 
for a year, their bones were carefully placed in one of 
these ossuaries to await the long-expected resurrection 
of all the faithfully departed. The writing on this box 
says: "James, Son of Joseph, Brother of Jesus."

This stone bone box could be one of the most 
important archeological finds in two millenia. Highly 
regarded archeologists and scholars from across 
the spectrum have examined the ossuary, and its 
authenticity has been contested, but the jury is still 
out. If the box is legitimate, its discovery is like finding 
a new Gospel. An ancient scrap of writing about Jesus.  
A hand-written text, a seven-word book, etched in 
stone by a guy who knew Jesus’ brother.

James — one of the eyewitnesses of the resurrection. 
James  — who saw the risen Messiah. James  — who 
preached the resurrection of his brother for 30 years, 

until it cost him his life. In 63 AD, James was put 
on trial by the High Priest. He was taken to the top 
of the temple, and asked to deny that Jesus was the 
Messiah. Instead, James shouted as loud as he could, 
"Jesus is the Messiah!” And the High Priest pushed 
him off.

It is interesting that a fragment of a shattered bone 
was found inside the limestone bone box. 

But as interesting as this kind of stuff is to me, it 
doesn’t matter whether this box is real or not, at 
the end of the day. This old limestone bone box is a 
kind of biblical evidence. But it is not like the box in 
Raiders of the Lost Ark, which had divine power.

Dead things like the stone bone box are not and 
should not become the chief cornerstone for Christian 
faith. For our faith will always become like the thing 
our trust is built on. A bone box with Jesus’ name 
on top is not a good metaphor for our faith, though 
sometimes it is all too accurate.

No, we must not seek the living among the dead. The 
real witnesses to Christ are found in the flesh and 
bones of those who believe in the power of his name. 
The real witnesses to Christ are people like James  
who said, “Be ye doers of the Word, and not hearers 
only.” The real witnesses to Christ don’t hide the 
power of God behind a stony façade, or bury it in the 

With a 2016 Annual Fund goal of $1.6 
million, you may wonder, “Where does that 
money go?”  As a donor, it is important to 

know how St. Michael’s clergy, 
staff and parish leadership use 
the gifts you have entrusted for 
its care and ministries.

St. Michael’s operating budget 
depends on pledges for nearly 
100 percent of its budget.  
We do not receive financial 
support from the Diocese; in fact, we contribute to 
the Diocese each year to further its outreach and 
ministries.  Because St. Michael’s is committed to a 

balanced budget each year, your pledge is crucial to 
support our parish and our parishioners.

Here’s a rough percentage breakdown of our budget:
 • Programs  —  9 percent
 • Building and Grounds — 11 percent
• Operations & Maintenance —  5 percent
• Office Expenses  — 3 percent
• Diocesan Assessment — 11 percent
• Payroll (18 clergy & staff)  — 47 percent
• Employee Benefits  — 14 percent

So, how much does it take to run St. Michael’s each 
day?  A lot!  Breaking down our budget daily, our 
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From the Associate Rector

I Sing a Song of the Saints

In 1995, I spent the summer studying World War II history in Normandy, France. 
We lived in a 13th century abbey in Caen, a command center for the Nazis during the 
occupation. For three weeks I studied the strategic battles. It was an exciting time, 

but I never really understood the pain of that war until the final week.  

During that final week I toured three cemeteries of those who fell during the Normandy 
invasion: the German cemetery, the American cemetery, and the British cemetery. In 
the German cemetery, the graves were orderly and symmetric. The grave markers were 
not tombstones, but lay flat on the ground with a simple name, date 
of birth, and date of death. The American cemetery had a polished 
reverent dignity as well. 

Both cemeteries had holiness about them and stirred up deep feelings 
of reverence. But the British cemetery really affected me. The British 
grave markers held personal messages written by loved ones. On one 
marker the mother and father wrote a message: “We love and miss you 
Tabby. Somehow the tears just never seem to stop. Love, Mum and Dad.” 
On another stone, a young woman, who may have been the soldier’s 
girlfriend or wife wrote, “I walk with you every morning and every 
evening in the garden of my memory.” 

That last marker stopped me in my tracks. Those few simple words, 
emotions echoing over a half-century of years, reminded me of what 
it means to be human. Being human means that eventually we all will 
face loss within our lifetime. More than likely, the young woman who 
penned those words has died, or is a very old woman. Yet the pain and 
emotion still rings out clearly in the etchings of that tombstone despite 
the passage of time. 

That the British government allowed personal messages to be written 
on the tombstones was a gift, because it gave loved ones an outlet 
of expression, a form of healing. Remembering can help us heal. 
Remembering can bring us close to those we’ve lost. This is why All Saints’ Day is so 
special within the church calendar year. 

When we hear the word “saint,” we think of someone with un-human like 
characteristics: St. Stephen, stoned to death by an angry mob in the first century. Or 
Mother Theresa, who spent her entire life helping care for the poor. All Souls’ Day 
extends our reverence, not just to canonized saints, but also to the wider fellowship of the 
church, such as our family or friends. It is a day for us to formally gather and not only 
reflect, but also to connect with those whom we have love, and lose. 

Notice I don’t say, “loved.” I say love in the present, active sense. Just because we lose 
someone here on this earth does not mean we lose our love for them. That love stays, as 
demonstrated by that young woman’s message on the British headstone. 

Through All Saints’ and All Souls’ Day, we are reminded of those who have shaped us to 
be who we are today. And we are reminded that we are connected to them through our 
love. 

One of the problems with grief is that it’s painful. It hurts, and as humans we don’t like 
to hurt. Yet sometimes our grief can be just another expression of love. When we hurt for 
somebody we’ve lost we are really saying, “you meant something to me—not having you in 
my life is a void.” Yes, pain is hard, but if pain is but another expression of love, through 
God that pain can lead to healing.  

And this is what is so special about All Saints’ and All Souls’ Day. It is not only a time 
where we can connect with those whom we love but have lost, but also celebrate their 
healing as eternal members in God’s Kingdom. It is also a time where we can look 
forward to the day when we, too, will no longer weep, but laugh. When we, too, will 
someday learn how to truly love one another and ourselves as God intended. That, in my 
opinion, leads to sainthood. 

— The Rev. Christopher Hogin
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When I was given the option of being the first local reporter to 
travel to Cuba since the easing of travel restrictions or covering 
Pope Francis’ first visit to the United States, I chose the latter. 

“Cuba will always be there,” I told my news director. “This Pope will not.” 

I made the right choice.

From the moment he emerged from 
the Alitalia Airlines jet, until he left 
five days later, the Pope’s presence 
was present. As I watched him 
wave, shake hands, hug, kiss, display 
humility and, yes, smile, I knew we 
were in for a shifting of the tectonic 
plates.

“Whoa, David, wait a minute on 
that one,” more than one of my 
Episcopalian friends (and clergy) said 
to me. 

But one does not have to be Roman 
Catholic to be moved by the universal 
message of this man. One doesn’t 
even have to be Christian. As I 
walked the Mall in Washington, DC 
after Francis addressed a joint session 
of Congress, I spotted a woman in a 
yarmulke. 

“I couldn’t help but notice. Are you just visiting?” I asked. She flashed a 
smile as broad as the Pope’s. 

“No, I’m Judy Weiss, a rabbi from Boston. I’m here because of his 
statements on the environment.”  She paused, then added, “What I didn’t 
expect was to find myself in the middle of Vespers and Morning Prayer. 
I’ve learned more about Christianity in the past 48 hours than I could have 
ever imagined.” Imagine that.

The universal message of Christ is just that. Universal. We tend to get 
hung up on certain beliefs and practices we don’t endorse. In doing so, we 
forget others often feel the same about our beliefs. Francis helped erase 
some of that for many.

That was what happened to Donna Michaels. She waited under a gorgeous 
Philadelphia sun for 10 hours just to have a 10-second view of the Pope 

as he was driven by. Her view on immigration is a 
bit different than most who argue over borders and 
walls and language. Through her 86-year-old voice, 
she said, “I’m an immigrant. We were forced to 
move from Germany when I was 8. No one wanted 
us here. I didn’t speak English.”  As I listened, tears 
welled in her eyes and mine. Then she smiled. 

“People don’t 
understand what it’s 
like to be told to go 
back home when there’s 
no home left,” she 
said. “They also don’t 
understand how hard 
immigrants work, if 
we just give them the 
chance. He gets that.”

Three seminarians all 
just happened to be 
standing next to each 
other. They had never 
met until that Sunday 
morning. One from 
Cuba, another from 
Vietnam, and the 

third from Colombia. All with broken English. All 
wanting to serve. All smiling.

Close to 900,000 turned out for the final Mass. As I 
looked around it was not only a sea of humanity, it 
was a sea of anticipation, of hope and joy. How can 
there be that much joy? How do we hold onto it? 
Isn’t that the question most of us ask every day?

When I returned to Raleigh, a friend asked me what 
I thought was the best thing about covering the 
Pope. While it’s always exciting and insightful (this 
is the third Pope I have covered), I said, “It’s the 
peace that descends upon the place and the space 
where he is.” 

That may be during Mass, or his visit to a prison 
or to speak with five victims of priestly sexual 
abuse. But wherever, there is peace.

There is also that joy. And simplicity. And surprises.

Who would have thought in a cavalcade of 
Suburbans and police and Secret Service the Pope 
would choose a car of the people. A simple black 
Fiat. Window rolled down. Waving. Must have 
driven security crazy. For me? As Bishop Curry likes 
to remind us, “I may have just seen a glimpse of the 
face of Jesus.”

— The Rev. David Crabtree

The Pope in the US

Simplicity, Surprises and Joy at Every Turn

Donna 
Michaels, an 

immigrant 
since age 8, 

talks with 
David

WRAL-TV News anchor and St. Michael’s deacon David Crabtree covered Pope 
Frances’ visit to the United States. 
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by Patrick Jordan

Like many business travelers, I have a routine that allows me to pack 
and get out the door in minutes. That routine all but failed me when 
I packed for a Saturday morning flight that was so early it may 

as well have left on Friday night. Racing the clock that morning, I went 
through my house, attic and garage with the strategy of taking it all and not 
being sorry--mosquito repellent, sunscreen, iPhone, first-aid kit, Nalgene 
bottle, safari hat, water filter, iodine tablets. I arrived at the airport looking 
like I had cleared out an REI.

Frankly, I didn’t know what I might need in Belize, where I would join 12 
people to work at Holy Cross Anglican School. Holy Cross serves 440 kids 
from the neighborhood of San Mateo on the island of Ambergris Caye. 
Whenever I thought of Belize before 
the trip, I always pictured bright sun, 
sandy beaches, and azure water — and 
those mental images turned out to be 
true. But I had not appreciated the 
hardships certain communities there 
face, even those just a short walk from 
the shoreline.

A few years ago, the Red Cross rated 
San Mateo as the most “at risk” 
community in Belize... at risk for 
hurricane, fire and disease. Much of San 
Mateo stands in a swamp. It has limited 
electricity or clean water. Plywood 
houses perch on stilts, reachable from 
dry land by a series of planks spanning 
lagoons. Hard-working families face 
incredible challenges to provide the 
basic necessities for their children. For 
a long time, kids had no place to go and 
even less to do. Many spent their days 
selling jewelry to tourists on the beach. School was not an option.

That changed in 2006 when missionaries built Holy Cross. Since then, 
volunteers have maintained it. Not long after our group arrived at the 
school and surveyed what it needed, we would learn that of all the stuff we 
brought, purpose and passion would matter most.

The sun and salt are harsh on the planked walkways that connect 
classrooms across the lagoon. I joined a crew to replace worn planks, 
armed with a blue cast-iron hammer. My hammer was old and heavy and 
made my knuckles swell. It had its own way of driving nails into Central 
American hardwood and would not yield to my technique. Before I 
understood it would not be taught, I spent an eternity trying to drive one 
straight nail into a plank of wild tambron (fittingly, if not ludicrously, called 
“ironwood”). With 62 planks to go, the hammer and I had to improve the 
way we worked together. 

Over the week, we fought less and did more. We had our moments — me 
dropping it into the lagoon and it breaking the last nail head in otherwise 
perfect planks. But we made it, and to see the smiles at the end of the week 
from Edmond and the other kids of Holy Cross for the attention given to 
their school, the work was among the most rewarding I have experienced. 

I spoke recently to students in the Leaders of Consequence Experience, a 

leadership series for MBA students hosted by the 
Fuqua/Coach K Center on Leadership and Ethics 
(COLE) and Duke University. We talked about 
working with purpose and passion. All too often we 
use personal energy to run headlong into the first 
business issue we see, but not assess whether we are 
charging in the right direction at all—and passion 
without purpose has us tilting at windmills. The 
best leaders invest time to create shared purpose 
and direction with their teams. Simon Sinek says 
in Start with Why that shared purpose helped the 
Wright brothers build and pilot the first airplane 
before the better funded Samuel Pierpont Langley 
could. Shared purpose helped Gordon Bethune turn 
Continental Airlines from being “a crummy place to 
work” to one of the best places to work in America. 
Shared purpose at Apple to “Think Different” created 
a whole new type of devoted customer in a market 
dominated by PCs.

Passion takes purpose to a new level. Passion 
launches and sustains careers. Passion catapults teams 
and companies to success. At a meeting with Fuqua 
School interns, I talked about my passion to make 
healthcare better, faster, cheaper and more accessible. 
A panelist friend quipped whether passion existed in 
investment banks, a common destination for business 
school interns, which was fair warning for the late 
nights to expect grinding out deals. But passion 
exists at work even if it should get lost in work. 
Christopher Prieto, a friend at Quintiles who doubles 
as a clinical trial project coordinator and award-
winning barbecue pitmaster, embodies this concept 
by sharing his passion for the craft of ‘cue that fulfills 
— and fills full! — people around him. Any question 
about a cut of beef, type of wood, or best smoker 
to use, Christopher has an enthusiastic answer. It’s 
amazing to see how just being exposed to that kind 
of passion creates an impulse to channel it to our lives 
and work, whether that means improving healthcare, 
high tech, or a safe walkway for the children of Holy 
Cross. In Drive, Daniel Pink says successful people 
are propelled by an intrinsic motivation to achieve 
purpose. Passion is a force multiplier because of the 
impact it has on those around us.

Early that Saturday morning, we arrived at the 
airport, a motley group of students, teachers, aspiring 
farmers, legal professionals, a scientist, a marketer, an 
actuary and a middling hammerer. We returned from 
Belize a team molded and melded by a purpose and 
passion greater than any of us.

Patrick is a St. Michael’s parisioner.

Share the passion. Our next Global Missions-
sponsored trip to Holy Cross Anglican School 

is planned for March 26 – April 2, 2016. 

Packing a Hammer and the Things that Matter Most

Patrick Jordan, with his hammer, on a 
boardwalk in Belize
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Another amazing Fall Retreat is in the books. 
With fall weather in full swing, we drove 30-
plus youth to stay the weekend at Camp Cheerio 
in Glade Valley, NC. The weekend was full of 
fellowship and growing closer to each other 
through camp activities, devotions, singing songs 
and s’mores! Our glow-in-the-dark capture the 
flag game was also a big part of the fun. I mean 
when can you say that you’ve played capture the 
flag, on a mountain, in the dark?! 

A big THANK YOU goes out to all of the youth 
that created such an amazing weekend, had a 
great time and opened their hearts to the fun and 
fellowship that IS St. Michael’s Episcopal Youth 
Community.

I am always so encouraged and excited after weekends like the one we 
had and can’t wait to see what our next adventure holds!

After camp activities and free-time on Saturday afternoon, we all 
congregated in our meeting space. It was a big, open room with a 
fireplace, a board game area with couches and, of course, ping pong 
tables. It was a really nice space for what our group needed for the 
weekend.  As I was setting up for our late afternoon devotion and 
activity, I noticed something pretty great. As I looked around the room, 
all 30-plus youth were sitting together, all intertwined. Not one person 
was an outsider. Girls, boys, 6th to 12th graders, they were all mixed in 
and around each other. The room was full of laughter and conversations. 
There was no divide, no distractions. Just a great group of kids growing 
closer together through fellowship and community. This is what we’ve 
worked so hard to create in the last 18 months: building the open and 
welcoming community that is St. Michael’s EYC. It’s not just my job 
either. It takes the trust and ownership of the youth as well as the support 
from my youth leaders. 

At EYC the Sunday before our Fall Retreat weekend at Camp Cheerio, 
two of my high school seniors, Hayes Atkinson and Parker Davidson, 
gave their own power-point presentation about why the youth should go 
on Fall Retreat. It was pretty silly and absolutely amazing all at the same 
time. These two spent hours creating their presentation and the message 
was heard loud and clear. 

On Monday morning when I checked registration, there were eight 
new sign ups for the retreat. Did those new registrations come from the 
power-point of silly pictures and funny jokes? I’m not 100 percent sure, 

but I don’t care. 
We’ve got a great 
thing happening 
here, and I’m not 
going to get in the 
way!

— Abby VanNoppen, 
Director of Youth 

Ministry

From the Director of Youth Ministry

Mountain Trip Brings Teens Together in Fellowship, Prayer

YOUTH LOCK-IN Nov. 6
WHEN: Drop off at 6 pm, Friday, Nov. 6

Skating: 7-10 pm, JellyBeans Skate Park

Pick up is 8 am, Saturday, Nov. 7

WHERE:  St. Michael’s Episcopal Church and JellyBeans 

PARENT VOLUNTEERS - We need parent drivers 
transporting to and from JellyBeans and dinner/snack 
help on Friday night.

WREATH & GARLAND SALE
Nov. 1 - 15 

This is THE fundraiser for the youth summer mission 
trip! The funds raised will help support scholarships 
and transportation for our trip to Gettysburg, Pa. in 
July 2016. 

We will be taking orders for Fraser Fir and Mixed 
(Fraser Fir and Boxwood) wreaths and garland, plus 
white pine garland perfect for inside and outside 
decorating. 

You can find the order forms and dropoff box located 
at the front desk starting the week of November 1st. 
We will also be selling at Gifts of Grace! The last day 
to place an order is Sunday, Nov. 15, at Gifts of Grace.

For more information, please contact Dawn Conte, 
dconte@123yahoo.com

The Fall Retreat Crew

The Youth Leader Team: Jason, Paige, Chris, Abby, Meredith & Reeves
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NaNci atkesoN

In her 42 years in our parish, Nanci has 
served in many ministries. She is chair of 

the Global Missions 
Committee and a 
member of the choir, 
and she is chair of the 
St. Mary’s ECW chapter. 
Nanci and her husband, 
Conner, have traveled on 
mission trips to Mississippi 

and Belize, and she is a founding member of 
the Friends of St. Anna and OWLS. She has 
also served as secretary for the Episcopal 
Farmworker Ministry board and was a 
delegate to the NC Diocesan Convention. If 
elected, Nanci is most interested in mission, 
music and parish life.

A retired Wake CountySchools math 
teacher, she has two grown children and 
two grandchildren. She has also been a Royal 
School of Church Music participant. 

St. Michael’s is a wonderful community of 
caring people as shown through all the active 
programs it supports,” she says. “I would 
consider it an honor to be elected to the 
Vestry and to continue to support these 
ministries.”

DaviD Bull

David and wife Lisa have been members of 
St. Michael’s for 12 years, and in that time 

David has been very 
active in our mission 
efforts. He headed our 
parish hosting of Wake 
Interfaith Hospitality 
Network families and 
organizes the Yam Jam 
each year. 

An attorney for Sterling Title Co., David’s 
interests, if elected include mission and the 
children’s ministry.  David and Lisa have three 
children: Caroline 12, Davis, 10 and Henry, 
7, and he volunteers at their schools and as a 
soccer coach. He is also a SOSA volunteer.

What would be David’s focus? “Outreach, 
outreach & more outreach,” says David. “I 
would work to focus St. Michael’s amazing 
financial and personal gifts outwards towards 
serving others.”

JohN coNstaNce

John and his wife, Hayden, moved to Raleigh 
from Alexandria, Va., in 2011, and they 
quickly became involved at St. Michael’s. 

This year, John is Annual 
Fund chair. He also has 
served as a chalist, a 
member of the Men’s 
Thursday Bible Study 
and a Sunday greeter. 
He was a presenter 
with the Journeys of 

Faith series, serves on the Men’s Retreat 
Committee, as a WIHN Volunteer and on 
the Communications Committee.

Most notably, he is Santa Claus for the Parish 
Day School.

If elected, he says: “Stewardship is the core 
of a successful parish and men’s Christian 
fellowship is a largely unmet need in today’s 
world. I am very interested in supporting 
the newcomers program, a ministry that 
truly sets us apart from our sister parishes in 
Raleigh.”

John is a former senior warden at St. John’s 
Episcopal Church in Ellicott City, Md.

Retired director of Congressional and Public 
Affairs of the National Archives,  he is a pro 
bono management consultant with Executive 
Service Corps of the Triangle, a StepUp 
volunteer and a Wake County elections 
official. Hayden and John have two grown 
daughters and one granddaughter. 

claire DoDD

A lifelong member of our parish, Claire’s 
parents were among the founders of St. 
Michael’s, so she began attending as a child 
in the “little red church.” Though she moved 

to Richmond, Va., as an 
adult, she returned in 
1987 and rejoined the 
church.

Claire serves as a lay 
reader, is a member 
of the Newcomer 

and Parish Life committee, as well as the 
Adult Christian Education Committee. She 
has taught Sunday school as well.  If she is 
elected to the Vestry, she is most interested 
in Newcomers, continuing biblical education 
and the choir. 

“St. Michael’s has nurtured my spiritual 

growth since I was a child,” says Claire, “as 
well as being key in the spiritual development 
of both my now-adult children. It would be 
my privilege to “give back” to St. Michael’s by 
serving with other members of the Vestry to 
ensure that the spiritual mission of the church 
is maintained,  while carrying out more 
secular duties, such as maintaining church 
property, effectively managing resources, and 
supporting those involved in the business 
affairs of this wonderful church.”

A legal assistant, Claire has two grown 
children and two grandchildren. She is the 
sister-in-law of Sally Duff. 

howarD loNgiNo

The Longinos joined St. Michael’s nine years 
ago, having moved from Oriental. Howard 
has been an Acolyte Advisor for most of 
that time, and he contributed to the “It’s 

Your Call” Sunday School 
curriculum committee. 
He has been a Delegate 
to the Diocesan Annual 
Convention since 2008 
and currently serves 
on the Environmental 
Stewardship Committee.

If elected, he says, “I’m most interested in 
the long-term sustainability of our Parish 
– financially and spiritually. We all have 
a Christian obligation to serve wherever, 
whenever and however we may…of those 
whom much is given, much is expected. 
Personally, I hope to learn about more ways 
I may serve others in our community, our 
country and across the globe through St 
Michael’s missions.

Howard and his wife, Leigh, have three 
daughters: Grace, 9, Hollis, 5, and Lucy, 3, 
all who have grown up at St. Michael’s and 
attend the Day School.

A financial advisor with Merrill Lynch, 
Howard’s favorite community activities are 
serving Band Together, Quail Hollow Swim 
Club, the YMCA of the Triangle/Camp Sea 
Gull and Camp Seafarer, where he was the  
Young Alumni Annual Campaign Co-Founder 
(2006-2008) and is now a volunteer.  He has 
also held various volunteer positions with the 
American Camp Association.

Vestry Nominees a Mix of Founding Members, Newcomers
On Sunday, Dec. 6, we’ll elect five new 
members of the Vestry. Read their profiles 
here. Our 9:30 a.m. service will be the only 
one for tha day.
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aNNa MclaMB

When Anna McLamb joined our parish 
seven years ago, her new baby daughter was 
“strapped to my chest.” Since then, she has 
become a Sunday School teacher, teaching 

the same group of 
children from second to 
fourth grade. 

Several years ago, she 
started the Morning 
Prayer group, which 
meets each Tuesday at 
7:30 a.m. in the Library. 

She is always looking for people to join this 
intimate group.  If elected to serve on the 
Vestry, she is most interested in facilities and 
community mission. 

Anna and husband Jeff, who teaches Sunday 
School with her, have two children: Nora, 
7, and Anson, 5,)  A  commercial real estate 
lawyer in the Raleigh office of Brooks Pierce, 
she serves on the Real Property Section 
Council for the N.C. Bar Association.

Why is she running for Vestry? “I want to 
serve on the Vestry so I can give back to this 
great community that has given so much joy 
and purpose to me and my family.” 

Anna is also a member of the St. Michael’s 
writing group. On weekends, she and her 
family love sailing and camping. 

Matt MarchioNe

Matt and wife, Jen, joined St. Michael’s in 
early 2006. A lifelong Episcopalian,  Matt 
grew up in the Church of the Advent in a 
Buffalo, N.Y., suburb.

He is an usher and a 
greeter, and he has 
served for five years 
as an EYC leader and 
taught Sunday School 
for several years. He is 
now a substitute Sunday 

School leader.  If elected to the Vestry, he 
is most interested in Youth, adult education, 
missions,  and newcomers

Matt is Divisional Chief Human Resources 
Officer for Duke University Health System. 
He and Jen have three children: Rachel, 
almost 7, Nicholos, 4, and Kendall, almost 2.  

Matt is active in Y Guides and at Underwood 
Elementary, and he is a site workout leader 
with a group called F3 (Fitness, Fellowship 
and Faith), that a number of other men in 
our church also belong to.  

“I consider St. Michael’s a wonderful 
church home,” he says. “My wife, Jen, and 
I transferred to St. Michael’s in early 2006, 
just prior to our wedding. Since that time, 
we’ve had our three children, all of whom 
have been baptized and are growing up 
in this church. Our whole family has felt 
that support through good times as well 
as challenges (especially appreciated as our 
son faced a serious health issue.) It would 
be my honor to represent this vibrant 
congregation.”

alleN Marshall

You might remember Allen as last year’s 
Annual Fund co-chair, when he and his 

brother, Robert, ran the 
“Marshall Plan.” Allen and 
his wife, Clair, have been 
members of our parish 
for six years, quickly 
becoming involved. In 
addition to being Annual 
Fund co-chair for 2015, 

he is on the Annual Fund Calling Committee 
and the Band of Brothers ministry, supporting 
the men of our parish when a need arises.  
He also serves on the Camp Sea Gull/
Seafarer Board of Advisors.

If elected to the Vestry, Allen is most 
interested in community building through 
Men’s Ministries and continuing to support 
our strong youth program and children’s 
ministry.

“Acting as the 2015 Annual Fund Chair, I 
gained insight into the many financial needs 
of our church, but more importantly I 
learned about the breadth of programs and 
church community involvement that our 
budget supports. Serving on the Vestry will 
allow me to give back to the church, to help 
progress our strong sense of community, and 
to further the missions of our congregation.”

Allen is an ear, nose and throat physician 
specializing in head and neck surgery with 
WakeMed Physican Practices. He and Clair 
have two children: Hutch, 9, and Nelson, 6.

heNry shirley

Henry and his wife, Ginny, have been 
members for 12 years. A retired US Air 
Force Colonel, Henry is an engineer by 
education, though if elected to the Vestry, he 
is most interested in personnel.

“Serving allows me to better understand 
the current operation of the church and the 
Rectors vision for St Michael’s future,” says 
Henry. “I also am interested in developing 

ways to enhance the opportunities for 
members to engage socially after worship. 
Our success in growing these past years, 
multiple services and physical limitations 

of the Parish Hall 
make it difficult for 
corporate worship to be 
complemented by the 
personal touch of face-
to-face discussion and 
discovery of each other. 
We can do better.” 

Henry served in the Vestry at St. Michael’s 
from 2004-2006, and he was a delegate to 
the Diocesan Convention from 2005-2007. 
He serves now as a chalist and attends the 
Men’s Thursday Morning Bible Study. Married 
to Ginny for 55 years, they have four adult 
children. He is a member of his homeowner’s 
association board and the Model Train Club.

Joe wareNDa

Joe and his wife, Louise, started attending St. 
Michael’s in 2008 and joined the church in 
the fall of 2009.   

He is an usher, and he and Louise have 
taught the All Angels group in Sunday School 

for the past five years. 
He also serves on the 
Grounds, Men’s Retreat 
and Annual Fund 2015 
Calling Committee.  

“If elected,” he says, 
“I would like to help 
out more with building 

operations, the Sunday School program and 
where my abilities can be best utilized. It’s 
an honor to give to an organization that has 
given so much to my family.

“The most pressing issue at St. Michael’s,” 
Joe says, “ is updating and improving our 
learning facilities for the young children and 
teenagers. The foundation that has been built 
downstairs is clear every Sunday with the 
growing number of young children. We have 
such a strong Children’s Ministry and I would 
like to see the church continue to make that 
space even better every year.”

The Warendas have two daughters:  Beasley, 
5, and Mary Bruce, 22 months.

Joe is the financial controller for Mills 
Construction Co.  His special community 
interests include working with the Susan G. 
Komen Race for the Cure  for the past 10 
years, and First Tee of the Triangle.
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church requires roughly $4,400 
each day to fund our programs, 
print our bulletins and Chronicles, 
purchase communion wafers and 
wine, provide music for our choirs, 
purchase acolyte robes, heat our 
church, pay salaries and maintain 
our buildings and grounds – just 
to name a few. Using that model 
and pledges to date of $1 million, 
we can run St. Michael’s through 
close of business Sept. 2. Without 
more pledges, we might not be 
open for our three-service schedule 
on Sept. 11, 2016.  Or have Adult 
and Youth Christian Education 
programs, or any fall programs, for 
that matter. Can you imagine St. 
Michael’s, dark, empty and silent 
on Christmas Eve?

If you have already pledged to 
the 2016 Annual Fund, THANK 
YOU!  If you have not, please 
remember the gifts God has given 
you and prayerfully consider how 
much of those gifts to return to 
St. Michael’s to keep us Strong to 
Serve all year long.

Submit your pledge via mail, 
place it in the alms basin, pledge 
online, or send a confidential email 
to Charlotte Griffin, griffin@
holymichael.org.

Pledge online easily and quickly 
at holymichael.org

Thanksgiving is my favorite holiday. Hands down, it is the winner.

To me, Thanksgiving means family, home, table, stories, football, and oh, yes, eating.  The 
warmth, the love, the laughter, and the sense of belonging all create an atmosphere that has 
already generated a lifetime of memories.

Thanksgiving is a uniquely American holiday and it is our 
national ecumenical weekend.  Whether you are Christian, 
Muslim, Jewish, Hindu, Native American, or without 
an organized faith, this is the holiday we all share in the 
United States.

This Thanksgiving, as the Constance family and dear 
friends bow their heads and thank God for another year 
of undeserved bounty, I will be thinking of St. Michael’s 
Episcopal Church.  I will be thanking God for those 
of you who have pledged a portion of your bounty to 
continue our church home. I will be praying for those of 
you who are discerning what step to take.

I will be thanking God for dedicated, intelligent, spiritual 
St. Michael’s clergy, who guide and teach and comfort.  
I will be thanking God for a capable, focused staff, who write and count and clean and 
organize.  I will be thanking God for a unique, quality music program that fills the nave with 
heavenly notes which inspire and soothe and strengthen.  I will be thanking God for all of 
you, who form the Body of Christ in this special place. I will be thanking God for beautiful 
buildings that shelter and nurture and serve. 

And speaking of service, I will thank God for our strength for service at St. Michael’s.  We 
are strong to serve and, thanks to your continued financial support, we will continue to be 
steady in our service to the parish, our community and the world.

Thank you St. Michael’s and Happy Thanksgiving.

In Christ,

John Constance 
Chairman, Annual Fund Campaign

Thanksgiving for the Gifts of Family, Church & Strength

ground, or in church. We are the witnesses of the Gospel, and we must 
live lives proclaiming that Good News for which we really should be so 
thankful.

It reminds me of the old question: "If you were put on trial for believing 
in Jesus Christ, would there be enough evidence to convict you?" Would it 
take 2,000 years of digging, and an electron microscope to prove that you 
were kin to Jesus? Let us hope not.

In new birth we are kin to Jesus. And I believe that each one of us was 
born again by God to be the primary witness of God’s saving power for 
somebody else. I believe that somebody else in the world needs you to be 
the first one who shares the good news of God’s Son.

Your job and mine isn’t just to sit here quietly and believe. We are 
not called to sit here with dignity and calmness and keep this faith to 

ourselves. The church is not supposed to be a big stone 
box filled with neatly labeled bones.

Bones are not enough. We must bring flesh to these 
bones of faith. We must bring blood. Hands. Feet. 
Passion. Heart. The only commission we’ve got is to 
go into all the world, proclaiming in Jesus’ name, that 
forgiveness, healing, and spiritual peace are available to 
anybody who seeks them.

This is what I’m thankful for — this is what the Lord 
has given to me. Let your thanksgiving to God be your 
witness to Christ, in the present and in your life.

— The Rev. Samuel Gregory Jones

RECTOR
continued from page 1

Annual Fund
Continued from Page 1
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Please join us on Thursday, Nov. 5 , as we welcome The Rt. Rev. 
Robert Estill to St. Michael’s. Bishop Estill served our diocese from 
1980-1994, first as Bishop Coadjutor and then as bishop. 

During his tenure, the episcopate grew, 
with 50 women and 22 deacons being 
ordained. 

Many of you have heard him over 
the years as he either preached at St 
Michael’s, or taught Sunday School 
classes. He is known as a dynamic and 
fascinating teacher, with a delightful 
sense of humor.  

A few months ago, I was interested in learning about creating an 
illustrated journal of my travels. While speaking to our parishioner and 
former secretary to Bishop Estill, Sara Jo Manning directed me to the 
Bishop because he excels at illustrated journals. So I had lunch with 
him, and he was kind enough to share with me some journals of his 
travels abroad.  

He was an avid traveler along with his wife, and his journals were 
tremendously amusing and insightful.  I was fascinated that he did not 
carry a camera with him on his travels as I do, but instead, took the 
time to carefully illustrate what struck him. While I will take a thousand 
photos, he will illustrate just a few things — a decorative balcony here, 
a cartoon of a local gentleman filling his pipe there.  They are charming 
and whimsical.

Bishop Estill will speak with us Thursday, Nov. 5, in 
the Convocation Room at 2 p.m. He will look back 
on his fascinating life, and he has promised that he will 
provide handouts with some of his cartoons!  

As always, we invite you to stay afterwards for a cup 
of coffee and light refreshments.

On Thursday, Nov 19, we’ll take our monthly outing, 
to the Duke Lemur Center.  A visit to the world’s 
largest and most diverse collection of lemurs, right 
next door in Durham. Lemurs live on the isolated 
island of Madagascar, but we’ll have no need to visit 
there! The Duke center, founded in 1966, sits on 80 
acres just two miles from the Duke campus. 

Lemurs are the earth’s most threatened group of 
mammals. When we tour, we’ll see nearly 250 lemurs 
of 21 species. The mission of the center is to serve as 
a living laboratory for studying the science, scholarship 
and biological conservation of this endangered group 
of animals. Join us! Meet at church at 10 a.m. We’ll 
return by 3 p.m.

— The Rev. Holly M. Gloff

Travels with the Bishop: Bob Estill To Speak To OWLS

In Lisa Harper’s latest Bible Study, “Believing Jesus,” we’ve been learning 
about the Holy Spirit and how the Holy Spirit sustains us now that Jesus 
has ascended. After Jesus’ death, when the apostles gathered together 
during Pentecost, the Holy Spirit 
came upon them, giving each 
the ability to speak in various 
languages. That’s a pretty dramatic 
moment — learning a new 
language instantly — the kind of 
drama we don’t see (or notice) 
regularly today. 

Yet there are a few things, I 
believe, that translate across all 
languages, experiences and ages 
— laughter, tears and music. 
These things seem to bring out 
something in all of us — the 
desire to reach across our differences and connect to one another. Not 
surprisingly, God is right in the middle of them. 

I encourage all the women of St. Michael’s to hear Lisa Harper on Jan. 8 
& 9, 2016. You will not be disappointed! Storytelling is Lisa’s God-given 
gift. She can take the most mundane activity, have you belly laughing 
over it, and then suddenly pull it all back to the Bible and Jesus’ teachings 
and love for us. Laughter and tears, right there.  

Thanks to the enduring message of God’s grace 
and finding it in this wild world (something Lisa 
highlights throughout her ministry), I’m learning to 
find the laughter in curveballs life throws my way, 
albeit sometimes through tears.  

Music can bring people together, too, more so than 
written word alone. There is something about the 
harmony, the rhythm, the vibration that speaks to 
more than just our heads. Helen Moses is planning 
the music for us, picking out some contemporary 
pieces to further enrich our experience. There you 
have it — laughter, tears, and music, all in one 
weekend, all with God right in the middle of it. 

Won’t you join me?

How about a ticket as a Christmas or birthday gift 
for a woman in your life or treat yourself to a re-
energizing weekend for the New Year? Registration 
is limited to 500, so act fast before the holiday rush! 
You need not have participated in a Bible study. All 
you need is a desire to hear God’s message. Your 
time spent with Lisa Harper will not be wasted. You 
will leave touched by her words and will find yourself 
drawn nearer to God. Register online at holymichael.
org.                                                     — Josey Kaspar

Harper’s Gift Draws Seekers To Find Christ in the Everyday

Lisa Harper, Jan. 8 & 9, 2016

$35. TickeTs avaiLabLe on 

HoLymicHaeL.org
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Men’s Prayer 
Breakfast

Tuesday 
Nov. 10
7 a.m.

Join Us for an Alternative Giving Event!
Among the two-dozen organizations who will be at St. Michael’s Gifts 
of Grace Nov. 15 is StepUp Ministries, which has participated in Gifts of 
Grace for many years. It was founded in 1988 and provides jobs, life skills 
and stability for working families and single adults in desperate need of 
jobs. It gives the program participants a second chance and allows them 
to be independent, productive members of our community.  They work 

with approximately 500 adults 
and 75 children a year.

Step Up Ministry’s Vision is 
“to be the premier resource 
in Wake County for people 
seeking to improve their lives 
and develop stable careers”; its 
Values includes the belief that 

“lives are transformed through God’s love and grace.”

At last year’s Gifts of Grace event, StepUp Ministries received $1,250 in 
donations. This sizeable fund allowed StepUp the opportunity to provide 
an initial weeklong training support program for a program participant 
who was desperate for work. Once the client secures a job, they have 
a footing and structure to begin to achieve their long-term goals. For 
families, the job becomes a life-changing event for the children, too.

This program provides a wide variety of resources to help participants 
with the job search: helping with resumes, mock interviews, outfitting 
them with proper clothing for interviews, and transportation, to name a 
few. StepUp provides the opportunity for participants to obtain work and 
everything needed in one week for them to be suited for a job that opens 
doors, and the ability to begin to achieve goals.

This weeklong program is the initial step to opportunity for participant.
The next step is a yearlong comprehensive plan leading to financial 
literacy and a stable life-sustaining job. Additionally, the program model 
includes a transitional housing program for safe, affordable housing.

— Carol Braunhardt, Gifts of Grace Committee

Who’s Coming?

Local/Regional/
International
Alliance Medical Ministry 
Community Music School 
Episcopal Campus Ministry 
Episcopal Farmworker Ministry
FIGS    
Global Missions
Healing Place -  Women’s 
Facility  
Heifer Project International 
Hilltop Home  
Interact   
Inter-Faith Food Shuttle 
Loaves and Fishes  
Match of NC
Meals on Wheels of Wake 
County
Oak Ranch
PLM Families Together
SAFEchild
St. Saviour’s
StepUp Ministry
Urban Ministries

St. Michael’s Groups
Canterbury Shop
Community Missions
EYC
Dohme’s Own Dressing
St. Clare
St. Elizabeth
St. Madeline
St. Margaret
St. Mary

Ten local organizations that support Triangle families in need have 
more funds to work with, thanks to the St. Michael’s Missions Grants 
Committee. In September, the committee handed out close to $30,000 
to our community. The grants, ranging from $1,000 to $3,800 each, will 
be used to support feeding, housing and working for those in need in 
our area. These focus areas support the Millennium Development Goals 
and Worldwide Episcopal Church Goals, adopted by the Missions 
Committee several years ago.

Among those receiving awards were: Triangle Family Services, Episcopal 
Campus Ministry, the Green Chair Project, Alliance Medical Ministry, 
the Raleigh Rescue Mission, Wake Relief, StepUp Ministry, St. Savior’s 
Center, Habitat for Humanity, and FIGS (Filling in the Gaps).

Each year, the six-member committee accepts grant applications, with 
requests filed by Aug. 1. Grants are awarded by September 31. The 
committee pays particular interest to agencies that have direct volunteer 
ties to St. Michael’s. While most of the funding comes from a budget 

line item, $6,000 came directly 
from The Canterbury Shop, with 
some carryover funding from last 
year.

Committee members are selected 
to serve three-year staggered 
terms, with two new members 
appointed by the Vestry each year. 
Members are: Mary Currin, chair; 
Bob Price, Allison Atkinson, 
Rose Williams, Chris Mann and 
Karen Waddell. They are currently 
looking for two new members 
to serve, beginning sometime 
next year. Would you like to 
join? Contact Mary Currin, at 
me2currin@aol.com

Grants Committee Awards Close To $30K To Local Agencies

Gifts of 
Grace

Sunday, 

Nov. 15

8:30 a.m.

-1 p.m.

in the 

Parish Hall
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through Nov. 1
writiNg as a spiritual practice

with susaN rouNtree & 
MelaNie JoNes 
in the Wall ConferenCe room

Many of us continually look for 
ways to feel closer to God. Join 
the writers of St. Michael’s as we 
explore, through personal writing, 
new ways to connect our stories 
with the story God is writing for 
us.

every suNDay

ceNteriNg prayer

iN the coNvocatioN rooM

nov. 1: icons 
nov. 8: guided Meditation 
(scripture) 
nov. 15: breath 
nov. 22: candlelight 

neWComer Dinner

Tuesday, Nov. 10

6-8 p.m.

If you are new to St. Michael’s 
and have not attended a 

Newcomer dinner, we invite 
you to join our Vestry, Staff 
and Newcomer Ministry for 

an informal supper and tour of 
the church. We’ll learn more 

about each other, and welcome 
you to our parish. Reservations 
are required, and child care is 

available with your reservation.

Contact:

Lee Hayden

hayden@holymichael.org

SundayS
nov. 1

all saiNts’ Day: Miracles

with Jeff heNsley

Our Gospel reading for All 
Saints’ Day this year is the 
famous account of the raising 
of Lazarus from the dead found 
in John 11—one of Jesus’ most 
amazing miracles. Since the 17th 
century, however, especially 
with the rise of modern science, 
many readers of the Bible have 
downplayed, ignored, or even 
rejected the Bible’s account of 
so-called miracles. The Bible, 
they argue, reflects a pre-
scientific worldview where 
people attribute to God all 
manner of activities — floating 
ax heads, talking donkeys, seeing 
blind men. With the rise of 
modern science, however, such 
activities either have a natural 
explanation or could not have 
happened as the text describes 
them. So do you believe in 
miracles? We will examine the 
central modern criticisms of 
belief in miracles and ask what 
role, if any, miracles can play in 
our faith

nov. 8
BuilDiNg your legacy

with charlotte griffiN & 
the holy Michael 
fouNDatioN BoarD

Most of us don’t think about the 
legacy we will leave for others 
until we reach a certain age. 
But if you’re in your mid-30s or 
older, it’s time to start thinking. 
Join our  foundation board and 
learn more about why building 
a legacy is important, and how it 
can be done.

Nov. 15
GiftS of Grace

8:30 a.m.- 1p.m.
The Parish Hall will be transformed 
into a market, as two dozen groups 
from our community and within 
St. Michael’s seek to raise money 
for mission. Join us, and find just 
the right place to make a donation 
in honor of friends and family. A 
light continental breakfast will be 
available for a nominal charge.
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Saying Goodbye: Several St. Michael’s members attended a good-bye service and reception 
at the Church of the Good Shepherd for the Rt. Rev. Michael Curry before he becomes Presiding 
Bishop on Nov. 1. They are, left to right: Billy Paul, Priscilla Swindell, Martha Pahl, Mary Smith, 
Bishop Curry, Judy Doss, the Rev. Nancy Allison, Scotty Steele and Ann Catalano. The live webcast 
will be available at generalconvention.org. The service begins at noon. Watch for the December 
issue of Chronicles of Canterbury for a full report from those in our parish who will be attending.


