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Belize Mission 2018

God’s Call To Help Ignites in Belize

During my first visit to Holy Cross in 2010 as a 
high school senior, I had no way of knowing the 
impact those children would have on me and 

the rest of my life. I was overjoyed by the excitement the 
shoeless kids had playing the games I grew up playing 
every Sunday in EYC. I was humbled by how glad they 
were to be able to take crafts home to show their parents 
what they had made. (American children complain if they 
don’t have the latest shoes or if their tablets are dead.) 

Despite not having much, the children who came to our 
Vacation Bible School while in Belize were the happiest 
kids I had ever seen, and they were so grateful for 
everything. 

This was the first time I had ever seen extreme poverty 
I was heartbroken yet inspired, and I felt called to do 
more. Not all the kids in the community of San Mateo 
can afford to go to school, even though Holy Cross was 
founded for this very reason. 

Over the next eight years, I traveled to other 
places with similar issues, graduated from NC 
State and managed one of the top restaurants 
in Raleigh. Through all of this, I still had this 
feeling that God was calling me to do much 
more: to build schools in places of poverty so that 
all children may have a better chance of ending 
the cycle. Yet my fear of the unknown, of not 
knowing where to begin, kept me from answering 
that call. 

Earlier this year, I had the idea to quit my job 
and go to Guatemala to try something new. I had 
studied abroad there in college and was interested 
in becoming more proficient in Spanish. I kept 
talking with friends and family about doing this 
but was not sure if I was ready.  John McHenry 
has been a mentor for me over the years, and 

I went home last week. To my old school, where I grew 
up. One school for 13 years.

I was invited to speak on Founder’s Day, with other 
alums, to high school kids. The theme was “Let Your Life 
Speak.”

It was an honor. And a freak-out. I hadn’t been back in 
the classroom where I spoke for 31 years.

After my sessions I walked over to the drama department, 
where I had been pretty engaged. I poked my head in and 
saw a familiar but now gray-haired head.

I said, “John?” … “Mr. Elko?” 

It was my drama teacher. He turned and gasped.

I said, “It’s Greg Jones.”

“You’re not Greg Jones,” he said. “You’re not Greg 
Jones.”

And then he gave me a great big hug, and he said 
“I saw you were coming back.”

It’s transformative to have people know and 
remember you. The Good News is that Jesus 
also knows your name, and remembers you unto 
himself. Yes, he knows us each by name, and has 
laid down His life for us, and miracle of all, he 
knows us and rejoices in us … warts and all.

Yes, God in Christ is our shepherd. He knows us: 
our name, our voice, our essence. He knows what 
we look like, what we choose, and how we feel.  
He knows the sound and fury of our lives.  He 
knows what we’re trying to pull.

I believe Christ is my shepherd, and he knows me.  
He loves me. He alone can and has reconciled me 
to Him in his act of love on the cross. Yes, in this 
mean old world, it makes me glad to know God 
knows me.  
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LIfelong Disciple

Yeast for the Bread of Life

What faith is, is fairly easy to explain. It has a thinking component, as it means 
believing certain things, such as the existence of God 
or Jesus’ Resurrection. It also has a heart component, 

as it implies trust, reliance, even surrender to God’s ways. St. 
Paul perfectly captured the fusion of head and heart in faith 
when he defined it as “the assurance of things hoped for.” There 
is assurance — an opening of the heart in trust. There are also 
things hoped for — the dispensation of God who loves us and 
who is revealed uniquely in Jesus. Such a fusion of head and heart 
implies a transformation of our manner of life, how we live, from 
the content of our faith. What we believe, when relied on, is like 
yeast, leavening our whole manner of going through this world. 

This much seems clear, even if there are other ways that faith 
has been articulated over the centuries. (For an excellent survey 
of these and other ways of modeling faith, including faith as 
mystical openness to God, and faith as cooperating with God’s 
action in the world, see Avery Dulles’ classic book, Models of 
Revelation.)

What seems less clear to me, what has in fact been the central 
driving question of my adult life has been about the process of 
faith. How does faith grow? How does it become more real in us? 
How, in other words, do we become Christ? Yeast doesn’t always 
leaven dough. Put it in a freezer with dry flour and nothing 
happens. Yeast needs a proper warmth and moisture, some sugar, 
and a period of restful time to do its job. Following this analogy, 
what can we do in our lives to provide the proper ingredients and 
atmosphere for the yeast of faith to leaven our lives?

Just before Easter a group of 20-35 parishioners at St. Michael’s 
completed with me an eight-month study, reading through my 
book, The Drawing of this Love: Growing in Faith with Julian 
of Norwich. Julian of Norwich was a 14th century English 
mystic and theologian whose shocking experience of a God of 
unconditional love, a God who promised her that “all shall be 
well,” forced a massive transformation in Julian’s spirituality 
and theology. In our book study, meeting nearly every week, we 
explored Julian’s experience of God in depth. We related it to and sought to make it our 
own. We witnessed how Julian’s experience of herself and the world changed under the 
impact of God’s love and began to tease out how God is working now in our lives and how 
we can assist this. (I should mention that Julian’s feast day is May 8, and celebrations are 
definitely in order — hazelnut cream cake, anyone?)

For me, the fruit of these classes was to understand all the more clearly what faith needs to 
grow in us, what ingredients and environmental gifts we need to provide for faith to leaven 
us, to become more determinative for our experience in the world. 

One necessary ingredient to promote the leavening action of faith is disciplined receiving 
of the Word of God (Jesus) as deeply as possible into ourselves— not in one-time spiritual 
experiences, but in a lifetime of steady and consistent listening to God’s Word. A poetic 
way of describing this is that we make holy space and time within our selves, space and time 
where we allow God’s word to reside, to resound, to sing within us. We give it attention. 
We give it care. We wait for its life to reveal itself. 

Such making of a sacred space and time within ourselves for the Word, the soul as interior 
chapel, is critical. But Julian also learned and teaches us that equally critical is making space 
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and time within ourselves for … ourselves (!) and our 
world. Julian’s key experience of God was that of a God 
open to us in profound intimacy, care, and compassion. 
As a result, being open to God demands being open to 
ourselves and world with similar, selfless intimacy, care, 
and compassion. 

It is strange to say, but as we walk through life most 
of us hardly ever know what is happening in our inner 
world — our emotions, our thoughts, our bodies, our 
longings. This realm remains confused and beneath our 
awareness. Or we might be aware of what is happening 
in our world, and be frightened or overjoyed by it, but 
rarely do we bring our fear and joy into the sacred space 
where God is. Rarely do we lift this up into prayer. 

For Julian, as we discovered with such clarity in our 
book group, the work of faith is to bravely hold open 
our inner awareness so that God’s Word, Jesus, can 
resound there powerfully. At the same time, to invite 
into that inner awareness with compassion and care all 
the disjointed voices of our selves and our world there, 
too. The work of faith is keeping ourselves open God 
and to our experience and the worlds reality. We give 
them space to touch, interact, and converse within us. 

We ourselves become like a warm bowl in the kitchen, 
covered with a towel, where God and our lives and the 
world’s life can come together and rise, and fall, and 
rise again! We add the sugar of attention. We keep the 
dough oiled and moist and faith leavens us to make us 
into Eucharistic bread — the bread of life, Jesus’ life, 
alive in us, which we can then give to the hungry world. 

— The Rev. Robert Fruehwirth

I had a partial inspiration, vision, and sense of three 
properties of God of which the strength and outcome 
of the whole revelation consists … The properties 
are these: life, love, and light. In life is wondrous 
familiarity, and in love is gentle courtesy, and in light 
is endless kindnes…. Our Faith is a light, naturally 
coming from our Endless Day — that is our Father, 
God; in this light our Mother, Christ, and our good 
Lord the Holy Spirit lead us in this passing life. This 
light is meted out prudently, faithfully remaining with 
us as we need it in the night. The light is the cause of 
our life; the night is the cause of our pain and of all our 
woe, on account of which woe we earn endless reward 
and favor from God, for we, with mercy and grace, 
willingly acknowledge and believe our light, walking 
in it wisely and mightily. 

(Julian of Norwich, Revelations of Divine Love. 
Ch. 83.)

You know?

If you haven’t heard this good news, then let me tell you: The God of 
everything that there ever was or will be, knows your name, loves you 
deeply, and has actually suffered in real time for you.  For you.

Now, it’s one thing that God knows our voice, our name, etc.  What 
about us?  Do we know God’s voice? Do we know, love and obey the 
shepherd? The shepherd who in love came down for us? Who in passion 
came to rescue us, and bring us home, to reconnect us? Who has come 
to be our everything -- and we need it?

How can we learn the shepherd’s voice?

My teacher from 31 years ago remembered my name and I his, but 
how?

Engagement. We spent time together, him teaching, me listening. 
Same with God. We engage to know each other. It’s what we do in 
worship … gathered together to listen for the shepherd speaking to and 
through us. It’s why we read and hear the Word of the Lord, believing 
that if we listen to what God says … we will recognize his voice.

It’s why we pray in here, out loud and together...to hear the still small 
voice of God inside, and the great loud voice of God singing through 
our very lungs.

It’s why when we leave here and let our lives speak of God through us, 
others may hear the shepherd’s voice.

Yes, the Good Shepherd knows us. Let us know him, too. 

Amen.
— The Rev. Samuel Gregory Jones

RECTOR
 from page 1
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he reached out to me during this time of uncertainty, inviting me to join the 
mission to Belize. I saw this as an opportunity and the push I needed to take the 
plunge. This mission trip would reignite my passion, and I hoped I would feel 
that I was on the path God had planned.

During this trip, there were many instances where I saw God and felt 
Him working through us and through the kids and people with whom we 
interacted. The first day of our Vacation Bible School, I was working with 
the kids on their crafts when John showed up outside the classroom with two 
children. I met him outside, and he began to tell me what he knew about this 
brother and sister duo. 

They had moved to Belize e a few months earlier from Nicaragua and were not 
in school. Their mother was not with them, and they were staying with other 
relatives. They spoke only Spanish, which is why John brought them to me. I felt 
a special connection with these kids and so did others in our group. Later in the 
week, we had a meeting with some teachers and a leader in the school to see if 
there was anything we could do to get these children in school. It turns out that 
their home life is worse than I could’ve imagined and that their mother does not 
seem to care if the kids are in school or not. They have been out for three years. 
The kids don’t have birth certificates, so they can’t be enrolled anywhere.  

The more I learned about them, the more my heart broke. Why must they live in 
these situations and why could we do so little? The eldest girl is about 8 years old 
and is responsible for taking care of her three younger siblings…and her mother 
just had another baby for her to take care of once she returns to the island.  
I prayed to God and asked what I could do. I heard God say that this is only 
the beginning for me. His plans for me are to deal with children in equal or 

worse situations, and this was just a quick 
introduction.  

It was difficult but after this experience, I knew 
that God would guide me through situations 
like this and not be afraid. We left Belize 
knowing the women at the school are going to 
see what they can do to help them.

As I prepare for my trip to Guatemala, I’m 
excited to see what God has planned for me. 
I would not be where I am today without 
the support of my church, my family and 
those who have helped me along the way and 
continue to support me. For example, it just so 
happens that John is friends with the Bishop of 
Guatemala and is going to connect us. Things 
are falling into place thanks to the grace of 
God. I can feel Him walking 
beside me and guiding me as 
I prepare to embark on a new 
adventure in hopes of serving the 
Lord and his children abroad.

— Taylor Laite, Belize Mission Team 

“When you are working so hard you do not 
have a chance until the end of the day to rec-

ognize what was accomplished. After a long shower, 
the St. Michael’s team would meet each night for an 
hour before dinner to talk about how God touched 
us during the day and how the efforts of the team 
touched us. We would end each session with God’s 
word and song! As the trip ended, and we reflected 
one last time, it was amazing what the St. Michael’s 
team accomplished! “ 

BELIZE
 from page 1

The Belize Team this year repaired the roof 
of the school, added solar panels, taught 
Vacation Bible School and instructed women 
on how to make aprons. Photos by Beckah 
Hopkins.
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“For many missioners, it is the children of Holy Cross that keep them coming 
back year after year. These children, most of whom still come from highly 

impoverished homes, are the reason that HCAS exists, and the reason that St. 
Michael’s and many other Episcopal churches continue to foster a strong relationship 
with Holy Cross and the Diocese of Belize.”

— Ben Hopkins, former Youth Director and  
Eight-year veteran of the Belize Mission Team

“He was the kid who decided to mix all of the different 
colors of paint on the plate to make a yucky brown 

so that none of the other kids could pick separate colors. He 
also was the kid who refused to be seaweed after he had 
been tagged when playing ‘cross the ocean.’ In music class, 
he didn’t want to sing along and constantly tried to take my 
music from me so I couldn’t see the words. 
On the last day, in music class, we didn’t have enough seats 
for everyone, and I asked for someone to help John and me 
lead the music class to free up a few chairs. Without even be-
ing called on he runs to the front. I didn’t have many alterna-
tives so I let him stay up front. To my surprise he sang along 
loudly to every song and even did the hand motions for songs 
that had them.  
I felt that this was God’s way of reminding me not to give 
up on people. This child was only looking for attention and 
opportunity. As soon as that was given to him, he was more 
than willing to share the word of God through song. “

— Leann Madtes
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Thurgood Marshall Helped Change the World for Many

I love the Episcopal Church’s book Holy Women, Holy Men 
which celebrates the saints of the church.  (Let’s not forget 
that by saints, we mean not people designated as such by the 

Roman Catholic Church, but, well, holy women and holy men!)  

Let’s look at a man who is not a 
Roman Catholic Saint, but who was 
very much an Episcopalian, a man of 
our lifetime who improved the lives of 
many people.  

Thurgood Marshall (born 1908) was a 
distinguished American jurist and the 
first African-American to become an 
Associate Justice of the U.S. Supreme 
Court.

When he completed his undergraduate 
studies, he experienced a life-changing 
event. He was encouraged to pursue 
interests other than law because it was 
so difficult to find a law school which 
would accept African Americans. He 
applied to the University of Maryland Law School and was 
denied entrance because of its segregationist policy of admission. 
He put his anger and frustration to good use, applying to 
Howard University, where he graduated magna cum laude.

Thurgood returned to Baltimore and began representing the 
local chapter of the National Association for the Advancement 
of Colored People, soon becoming the legal counsel for that 
organization nationally. In 1932, he argued his first case before 
the U.S. Supreme Court and then went on to win 29 of the 32 
cases he argued before the court.  

President Lyndon Johnson appointed Thurgood Marshall 
as the 96th Associate Justice of the U.S. Supreme Court in 
1967. Johnson said at the time, “This was the right thing to 
do, the right time to do it, the right man and the right place.” 
Marshall remained in the Supreme Court for 24 years. During 
that time, he made decisions on a large number of civil rights 
cases, not only for African Americans, but also for women, 
Native Americans and those in prison. He fought against capital 
punishment, feeling strongly that it should be abolished. He 
described his legal philosophy as this: “You do what you think is 
right and let the law catch up.” 

I admire both his conviction and his courage in making that 
statement.  

A favorite quote of Marshall’s I discovered says, “A child born 
to a black mother in a state like Mississippi …  has exactly the 
same rights as a white baby born to the wealthiest person in the 
United States. It’s not true, but I challenge anyone to say it is 
not a goal worth working for.”  

Thurgood Marshall did work on that goal. While he was serving 
on the bench, the Supreme Court ruled that the “separate 
but equal” doctrine was unconstitutional and ordered the 
desegregation of public schools nationally. 

A strong Episcopalian, he and his family were members of St. 
Augustine’s Episcopal Church in Washington, DC, where he 
was affectionately known as “the Judge.” He is remembered as 
being a “godly man who knew his place and role in history. He 

obeyed God’s call to follow justice wherever 
it led.” (Quote not attributed in Holy Men & 
Women.) 

He died of heart failure at the National Naval 
Medical Center in Bethesda, Md. in 1993, and 
he is buried at Arlington National Cemetery.  
His second wife and their two sons survive 
him.   

The Biblical verse I would use to describe 
Thurgood Marshall would be Micah 6:8:  “What 
does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and 
to love kindness, and walk humbly with your 
God?” 

— The Rev. Holly M. Gloff
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When Allison and Banning Reed first visited 
St. Michael’s, our stained glass windows 
caught her eye. And when she began 

teaching 4th grade Sunday School almost 10 years ago, 
she wanted the kids in the class to know more about 
the windows and the work that went into creating 
them. Today, learning about the windows has become 
a favorite part of the curriculum. Here, she shares more 
about the project and what it means to the kids. 

“I love the windows upstairs and wanted to find out 
more about them. When we were looking for a new 
church in 2003, the windows were one thing that 
drew me to St. Michael’s. Once I learned about them, 
I thought the kids would enjoy learning about them, 
too.  We started the stained glass window project a year or two 
before Aidan was in 4th grade. Fourth grade is a great group 
of kids. They are able to think for themselves and express their 
opinions, but willing to accept they have a lot to learn. They are 
also creative and industrious. It is fun to see them work as a team 
and negotiate between different points of view. 

“We talk about the three things in each window (plant, symbol 
and cross) and what each window represents. We also talk about 
the church year and the order of the windows.” 

Allison says she’s learned to trust the kids and let them do their 
own creation. Banning is a structural engineer, so they use his 
large format printer to blow up the design. Aidan, now 16, helps 
design the window in Photoshop. The kids each draw a cross, a 
plant and a symbol, then the whole class votes on their favorite. 

Some of the windows from the early projects have been 
misplaced, but the progression in technique is visible through the 
years, she says. “The one from when Aidan was in 4th grade had 
the three wise men. I think that is still my favorite.”  

The classroom walls are almost full now, Allison says. Soon the 
windows will start spilling out into the hallway. 

“Fourth grade is a time when the kids are maturing and taking 
on new roles,” she says. “but they still have two years until 
confirmation. We start the window every year at the beginning 
of Advent, and finish some time in January depending on the 
detail of the design. At the very beginning of the process, we 
take a trip to the nave to look at the windows and have the 
kids find similarities, pick out their favorite, etc. Last year, 
Harriet Hill was there when we arrived. She was almost like 
a celebrity because she was the author of the book we use to 
learn about the windows. This year, she was there again, so 
we invited her down to see what we’ve done. It was a great 
connection for the kids to make. A lot of times, we take things 
for granted, like they just appeared. I love that the kids know a 
tiny bit of the effort and thought behind the windows.”

Bryan and Billy Kern and Elizabeth and John Matthews are co-leaders 
for 4th grade. All of the leaders participate in overseeing the window 
project because it is a multi-week process.

Windows 
in Our World
4th graders create 
a stained glass that 
mirrors our own

Photos by 
Harriet Hill

“My favorite part was making it with my friends,” says Jack, who participated in this 
year’s project.
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What’s St. Michael’s Like during the Week? Insider Intern Has an Idea

Why did you want to spend your spring break at St. 
Michael’s as an intern?

Every senior at Saint Mary’s is required to complete 
an internship, which gives students the opportunity to 
explore an area that is of interest to them. One goal of 
this program is to help students narrow down potential 
areas of study in college and even future careers. I, 
however, have no idea what I want to study in college 
or a career I might want to have in the future. I chose 
St. Michael’s, partially because it is a place I am very 
familiar with, but also because I know that there are 
many different areas of work to learn about within the 
church (development, communications, clergy, etc.). 
Even though I am familiar with the church, I knew 
that there was still so much I was unaware of (like the 
“behind-the-scenes”). I really wanted to see what the 
day-to-day life at St. Michael’s was like and see what 
all goes into one week at the church.

Describe the kinds of things you did during your week here.

• Attended a staff meeting and a wedding rehearsal 

• Met with most of the staff members and clergy who 
showed me what a typical day in their job consists of, 
talked with me about how they got to this job, and 
showed me special parts of the church or of their job 
that pertain to the work they do (like showing me the 
stained-glass windows in the church and explaining 
the significance of some of them and how they are 
used for different communications publications).

What were the top three most surprising things you 
experienced during your internship?

• The stained-glass windows: I did not know that the 
windows in the church reflect the liturgical calendar 
and are used for publications depending on the 
symbols hidden in each window. I found that very 
interesting, so I think I am going to be paying closer 
attention to the windows and to the pictures that are 
chosen for the publications.

• The Annual Fund: I did not realize this is all the 
money the church has to operate for the year  —
anything from staff salaries to electricity bills, etc. The 
Annual Fund has to cover every aspect of the church. 
That’s why it’s so important to meet or even exceed 
this goal to make everyone’s experience better.

• Staff meetings! I didn’t know this was even a thing, 
but looking back on it, it makes sense for everyone to 
get together at the beginning of the week to talk about 
what they have coming up or any ideas they might 
have. I was honestly a little bit nervous that it was 

going to be very serious, but immediately my nerves were calmed because 
of all the jokes and the humor in the room. It established a good tone for 
the week and set my experience off on a good note!

Did your experience help you narrow your interests as you head to college? If so, 
how? 
The experience did peak my interest in graphic design, although I am 
still not sure if that is what I want to do in college. When working with 
both Susan Rountree and Ann Garey, I learned that I am intrigued by the 
software they use and how they are able to make 
everything come together into one publication. 
I enjoyed seeing different things be laid out 
and organized to make it all fit and look good 
together on one page.

Editor’s Note: Kathryn also took over our Insta-
gram account for the week, focusing on a few 
things she didn’t know. One thing? The candles 
used on Sunday have to be filled with oil to 
burn brightly on our altars. This picture is from 
Beckwith Chapel. 
We enjoyed our time with Kathryn and en-
courage other students who want to know 
more about how the staff works to contact us. 
We’d love to show you what we do!

Editor’s Note: St. Mary’s senior Kathryn Cahill spent 
a week with us last month, shadowing the staff and 
learning more about how we operate. Here, in a 
Q/A, she tells us what she learned.

Kathryn Cahill, intern for a week, works on a project for Susan Little, 
financial administrator.

Photo by Kathryn Cahill
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If you’ve never attended a St. Michael’s ECW Spring 
Event, this is the year to start. The ECW has been 
raising money for area non-profits for years, and they 
provide a lively atmosphere in a beautiful setting to 
encourage attendees to support their efforts. This year, 
the May 4 event will support Neighbor 2 Neighbor, 
a local non-profit providing after-school and evening 
programs for youth in southeast Raleigh. 

In an effort to aquaint everyone with the many 
opportunities Neighbor 2 Neighbor’s provides for 
the families it serves, the event will be catered by 
Neighbor Cater, a Neighbor to Neighbor partner 
organization that creates job opportunities for 
aspiring chefs and caterers in the Southeast Raleigh 
community.  

Tickets are $25 per person. Each household should 
have received an invitation in the mail. 

In what has become a tradition, our live auction will 
include a reserved parking space on Sunday morning 
for one year. New this year is a live painting of the 
party by Raleigh artist Dan Nelson.

Silent auction items include:

• Five nights at a newly renovated oceanfront beach house at Figure 
Eight Island;

• UNC Basketball tickets;

• Duke Basketball tickets;

• Pamlico River House;

• Ballet tickets;

• Christmas Carol tickets;

• Garden consultation by Liz Driscoll, Horticulturist at NC State will 
provide an on-site brainstorm session and $350 worth of plants to make 
it happen;

• St. Maddies Cooks: prepared meals to help ease your busy nights. 

We hope that you will join us for an evening filled with fellowship, 
delicious food and a lively auction.

— Anna Tilghman, ECW

ECW Spring Event

Event Tickets, Getaways at Auction May 4 for Neighbor 2 Neighbor

Tickets to A Christmas Carol and the NC 
Ballet, plus a getaway to the Pamlico Sound, 

and a live painting by Raleigh artist Dan 
Nelson will be part of our auction on May 

4 to benefit Neighbor 2 Neighbor
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Words & 
Wisdom

Final meeting
7 p.m. 
May 9

Hillbilly Elegy 
by JD Vance

Contact: Lisa 
Williamson

 

Donate 
Diapers of 

all sizes this 
month! Place 
in the red bin 

in the  
Parish Hall 

“I want to do this,” she said to me.

“Do what?” I replied, mentally thinking of course it is all about 
her, my 14-year-old daughter.

“Do THIS.” I glanced down, during 
some part of the Sunday morning 
service, to see she was pointing to 
the weekly bulletin with information 
about the upcoming Family Promise 
ministry that St. Michael’s hosts 
every year.

“Oh ...”

Not able to begin wrapping my head around the next couple of 
weeks, let alone two specific weeks in July, I kind of let it go. A 
couple weeks later, there it was again, but with impatience:

“I WANT TO DO THIS!” 

Unable to drive herself to church; unable to drive herself to the 
supermarket to buy supplies to make a meal (I will admit she 
could cook the meal); unable to drive the van for the families; 
too young to be an evening host or overnight host she knew she 
was reliant on her parents to make something happen. I needed 
to listen to her and listen to her I did, as I went to the SignUp 
Genius to see what she/we could do.

As our evening to host and feed finally came, explicit directions 
outlining our duties having arrived in my inbox a few days earlier, 
the adult in me was a bit apprehensive. The child in her was 
excited. This was what you do as a child of God, you love your 
neighbor as yourself. 

It was a wonderful evening, spending time with our Raleigh 
sisters and brothers; meeting other members of our St. Michael’s 
family; watching our daughter do what she does best, reaching 
out to anyone she is around.
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“We WILL be doing that again,” she said on 
the ride home, later that evening.

“Oh, yes, we will.”

Here we are one year later. Now 15, she 
does have her driver’s permit, so she is closer 
to taking more control, but fortunately still 
reliant on us to make a lot of things happen. 
As St. Michael’s is again preparing to host 
from July 15-29, we hope you will join us as 
we love our fellow sisters and brothers, and do 
God’s work here in Raleigh.  

Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, 
and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of 
heaven belongs to such as these.” Matthew 
19:14

— Sally Norton
Sign up for Family Promise: 

http://www.signupgenius.com/
go/20f0549a4a823a4f58-stmichaels1

Questions”?  Contact Sam Taylor at 908-
399-5566 or samuel.o.taylor@gmail.com 

“I will put my Spirit within you, and you shall 
live, and I will place you on your own soil.”  
Ezekiel 37:14

Do You Want To Do This? Volunteer with Family Promise

Choral Evensong May 13
Join our St. Cecelia Girls Choir and Adult Choir for Choral 
Evensong, Sunday, May 13, at 4 p.m. The service will include 
music by Stanford, Neary and Walton. One of the most exciting 
pieces that will be sung was sung at the consecration of the Rt. 
Rev. Samuel Rodman at Duke Chapel last year. We hope you 
will end your Mother’s Day with this special choral liturgy.  

All Aboard the Diaper Train!
The Mission and Outreach Committee will be collecting 
disposable diapers in all sizes during the month of May for 
Diaper Train, a downtown ministry offering free diapers to 
low-income families in Wake County. They are located at St. 
Saviour’s Center on Tucker Street in Raleigh. Disposable diapers 
are required by day care centers, and many families can’t readily 
afford them. There is a special need for larger sizes. We will also 
be accepting wipes. Please support the Diaper Train by placing 
donated diapers in the red bin in the Parish Hall all month. 
Contact: Clair Marshall.

mailto:lisa%40dtssoftware.com%20?subject=
mailto:lisa%40dtssoftware.com%20?subject=
mailto:/go/20f0549a4a823a4f58-stmichaels1%20?subject=
mailto:/go/20f0549a4a823a4f58-stmichaels1%20?subject=
mailto:clairfreemarsh%40yahoo.com?subject=
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May 6 
Snake Handling Today:  
digiTal TecHnology and a 
Full cHriSTian liFe

wiTH  
THe rev. roberT FrueHwirTH

Digital technology, smartphones 
and social media, is an essential 
part of everyday life. It’s how 
we work; it’s increasingly how 
we play. It is also addictive (by 
design), undermining cognitive 
capacity and richer aspects of 
human experience and relating. 
There is a dark side to technol-
ogy increasingly felt in our lives 
today. Following on his presen-
tations at a national conference 
on digital technology, The Rev. 
Robert Fruehwirth will pres-
ent the Church and Christian 
life as that which allows us to 
use technology without being 
harmed or used by it — Chris-
tian snake handling for the 21st 
century. 

May 13 
go To all naTionS…wiTH 
THe love oF god? 
wiTH JaMeS STepHenS

The Resurrected Christ com-
mands his disciples to go out 
to all nations to preach the 
Gospel and to make disciples. 
We are called to that in Raleigh 
and beyond. This resurrec-
tion mission to the Indigenous 
People of North America was 
however stained by cultural 
imperialism that had nothing 
to do with God. Parishioner 
James Stephens, himself of a 
First Nation Tribe, will explore 
the mission to the Americas 
and reflect on its relevance for 
mission today. How do we em-
body the love we talk about? 
Can we free the Gospel form 
our cultural dominance? 

Tax Reform and Charitable Giving

Dear Chicken Little: The Sky Is Not Falling 
Charitible giving will be affected by the new tax code. Below are some 
answers to what you might be asking. 

• What is the revised standard deduction for 2018?

• Can I still itemize?

• Is my charitable gift still tax deductible?

The approval of the Tax Cut and Jobs Act in December has taxpayers 
hoping they will pay fewer taxes, and non-profits considering its impact 
on charitable giving to their organizations.

Fortunately, while tax deductibility is an attractive benefit, it is not the 
primary reason we give. Studies show donors give, first and foremost, to 
the people, ministries, and places that matter to them. We give because 
we have a connection to a cause, and we know financial support is crucial 
to the life of a non-profit.

Some encouraging statistics:

• Since the 1970s, charitable giving has averaged 2 percent of our nation’s 
GDP (Gross Domestic Product) – a statistic roughly unchanged through 
almost 50 years of different administrations, tax increases and cuts, war 
and terror attacks. *

• In 2016, 32 percent of all philanthropic gifts were to religious 
organizations, the highest percentage of all giving. **

Some tax changes effective for the 2018 tax year:

• For married couples filing jointly, the standard deduction has increased 
to $24,000 ($12,000 for individuals). 

• An increased standard deduction does not eliminate your ability to 
itemize; however, you must claim the larger of your total itemized 
deductions or $24,000 on your return. 

• Charitable gifts remain tax deductible. There is no change in the 
deductibility parameters of charitable gifts. You can continue to include 
them as itemized deductions. 

• The ability to deduct mortgage and home equity line interest and 
medical expenses remains. However, parameters limiting the amount 
you can deduct have changed. Please consult your tax advisor for more 
information.

•Taxpayers are now limited to an itemized deduction of $10,000 for state 
and local income, sales and property taxes, combined.

Ultimately, we support the Holy Michael Foundation and St. Michael’s 
because we value our ministries. Thanks to your continued generosity 
and support, we achieved two milestones recently: the Holy Michael 
Foundation reaching its $1 million threshold, and a record Annual Fund 
of more than $1.61 million in pledges.

Please contact Charlotte Griffin for more information about the Holy 
Michael Foundation and the Annual Fund, or give online now at www.
holymichael.org/give.

 — Charlotte Griffin, Director of Development 
*www.philanthropy.com **www.givingusa.org
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