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We naturally associate Easter with Spring: 
flowers in bloom, days lengthening, and 
birds building nests. New life unfurls in 

vibrant reds and yellows out of moldering leaves and 
grey stumps. 

Now the green blade riseth, from the buried grain, 
Wheat that in the dark earth many days has lain; 
Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
Love is come again, like wheat that springeth green. 
[Hymn 204}

Some of this springtime, Easter imagery goes back to 
Jesus. He compared himself to a seed that falls into 
the earth and dies, only to go on to bear much fruit. 

We can be tricked, however, and we will miss the 
point of Easter, if we follow these vernal metaphors 
too far. We are fooled and mistaken if we think 
Easter is about God’s wonderful gift of the seasonal 

Beloved Disciples

Jesus' Resurrection Connects the Ages of Creation

In my Easter sermon last month, I spoke about 
the uniqueness of the resurrection narrative in the 
Gospel of Matthew. Each Gospel is special of 

course and each has its own witness. For many years, 
I have found great interest in the Gospel of John’s 
Easter account.

John’s Gospel, perhaps not surprisingly, mentions the 
role that the apostle John played during the passion, 
death and resurrection of Christ. John, also called 
“the Beloved Disciple,” was a youngster, and he had 
special insight about those sacred events, since he was 
the only apostle present at the foot of the cross, and 
among the first to the empty tomb.

John tells us that the first person to see the open 
tomb was Mary Magdalene, a woman who came to 
Jesus broken by sin and guilt and sorrow, and who 
was shown tender mercy by Him, and forgiven, and 
restored, and made new. John says she was first. First 
to see the open tomb, first to see the risen Christ, first 

to speak with Him, first to spread the Good News.

John goes on to say that the first one to believe her 
was himself, and he was then barely a man, still partly 
a child. Ancient tradition says John was very young, 
not yet bearded, and spry enough to easily outrun the 
elder fisherman Peter.

I find it fascinating that the first to see and the 
first to believe the impossible Good News of Jesus’ 
resurrection was an unmarried woman with a shady 
past, and a boy.

Saint Peter, though the first to enter the tomb, was 
slow to grasp, slow to understand, slow to believe. 
Peter, the leader of the disciples and the elder man, 
not only denies Jesus three times, but he is not there 
at the cross, and does not see the Good News even 
when it’s right in front of his face.

renewal of life, the great cycle of creation in which life 
follows death, dawn follows night, and joy arises from 
suffering. 

Easter is not like that at all. It is not part of any cycle 
of creation or any seasonal renewal. Our sisters and 
brothers in Australia celebrate Easter in the middle of 
autumn.

In the Christian perspective, there are two basic 
ages in creation, and the resurrection of Jesus is the 
dividing line between the two. 

What we celebrate at Easter is that moment 2,000 
years ago, when creation entered the second epoch, 
when Jesus was raised, and the resurrected life in 
Jesus began to impinge on the rest of creation for its 
eventual assumption into this New Creation. St. Paul 
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experienced creation as groaning in its curse, awaiting the freedom it will find within a 
resurrected humanity.

The creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God; for the 
creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will, but by the 
will of the one who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself 
will be set free from its bondage to decay and will obtain the 
freedom of the glory of the children of God. We know that the 
whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; and 
not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits 
of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the 
redemption of our bodies. [Romans 8]

There is nothing cyclic or seasonal to this. The Resurrection of 
Jesus happened once. It is a one-off divine act that begins to 
make all creation new, starting with Jesus, then spreading to 
humanity, and then within redeemed humanity including all 
things.

But just what is this Resurrection Life that is first known in 
Jesus? What does it mean for us share in the Resurrected Life 
that is Jesus? 

Rowan Williams once said that the disciples in the Easter 
Gospels are like people being awakened from a deep sleep by a 
dazzling light. Their eyes have not yet adjusted to the brilliance. 
They are blinded, they squint and rub their eyes, they are groggy. 
Only gradually, through repeated exposure, do their eyes begin to 
adjust to the new reality they find themselves in, a reality defined 
by the presence of the Resurrected Jesus. 

When I think of my own Christian journey, I think of it largely 
as a matter of growing into the Resurrection year by year, day 
by day. Each time I return to the liturgical season of Easter is a 
special invitation to move more into this reality, to let this New 
Light and New Life do more work with me.

Jesus wants, as we all know, to share his life with us. This is a 
Christian commonplace. But this life that Jesus shares is not just 
a virtuous life (e.g. of compassion) or a wise life (e.g. of balance 
and insight) or an inspired life (e.g. of working for social justice) 
or a religious life (e.g. of lots of prayer). The life that Jesus shares with us is a resurrected 
life.  Sharing in Jesus means sharing in something of his resurrection in ourselves now, in 
our actual experience. 

As to what this means, or how I would describe this new life, I can only share from 
my own explorations of what this means for me. No matter how deep I go into this, it 
feels like I have only just made a beginning. No matter what I say about this, I am just 
touching, on my fingertips, the edge of some huge mystery. 

The Resurrection of the Body  
My sharing in Jesus’ resurrection means that being bodily, physical, is not an impediment 
to spirituality, or being with God. Rather, having a body, even something like this body, 
is my way of being open to God. I am in contact with God through my body. This might 
be shocking, and it is offensive to many of us who want nothing more than to be rid of our 
bodies and all the suffering and vulnerability they bring. Nonetheless, the Resurrection 
calls me to re-root and re-ground myself all the way down into the very physicality of 
human life, to be in my body, and through my body, open to God. This makes fleeting 
moments of physical life — the cool morning air streaming in through an open window, 

CREATION
continued from page 1
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the flash of a kingfisher, the sound my cat’s feet make, barely audible, on 
the wood floor — into sacraments, moments of being in direct touch with 
God.

The Resurrection of the Mind 
This new physicality —grounded, open, sacramental — invites us a new 
mental life. We so abuse our minds with distractions and we push our 
minds through forced analysis of this or that. Our un-resurrected minds 
live detached and unhealthy, 
attempting to control the 
rest of ourselves, like masters 
of an unruly household. 
Un-resurrected minds live 
in fear. But the resurrected 
mind, grounded in the body, 
open to the moment and at 
home in the play of emotion, 
realizes itself in the act of 
wonder and thanksgiving. 
It can always analyze, plan, 
direct, deduce. It can always 
make more words But the 
intellect’s fulfillment, it’s joy, 
is in wonder and gratitude. A 
scholar once pointed out to 
me that the words thinking 
and thanking come from the 
same ancient root. In the 
resurrection, our thinking 
finds its joy in thanking, in 
gratitude before the mystery 
of being, the gift of this 
present moment. 

The Resurrection of the Will 
I have always wondered a 
lot about the phenomena 
of willing, choosing, and 
deciding, precisely because 
our intentions so often lead to 
frustration, anger and more 
suffering, and at the same 
time our will and the power of love is supposed how we follow God. 
We all have a will that can certainly decide on 5-year strategic plans, on 
vocations and vacations. We use this will to decide what we do every 
day. But within the parameters of those decisions, which only frame our 
days, the resurrected self has a will a will that can respond with joyful 
improvisation to what the present moment brings, to what we never 
planned, never wanted, never foresaw. To the small degree that I live into 
this resurrected will I find my daily life to be a kind of improvisation set 
up by my intentions, but lived in response to everything else that happens: 
kids getting sick and kids getting healthy, sudden pastoral calls consuming 
a day, or afternoons of unfilled time. The unexpected happens, and we are 
still “at play in the fields of the Lord.”

The Resurrection of Relations and Community 
I am only beginning to catch glimmers of how this might change my life, 
and the inspiration has come from my re-reading of Rowan Williams slim 
volume Resurrection: Interpreting the Easter Gospel. [For a less theological 

read, try Williams’ more accessible, but superb, set of 
reflections on Good Friday and Easter: The Sign and 
the Sacrifice.] Williams’ point is that the Resurrected 
Jesus, as the crucified and risen Lord, invites us to 
see ourselves as judged and forgiven by the people 
we have hurt in life, in other words, our victims and 
those we have condemned. We are under judgment 
for the divine love we have rejected, but that love 

not only forgives but returns to us 
bidding peace and commissioning 
us for a new work in the world. 
Resurrection happens in 
communities and relationships 
when we are empowered to 
forgive, to empathize, and to 
move forward together in Jesus’ 
mission. We can risk being 
truthful and still go forward in 
hope. 

How do we care for this world, 
and the people in it, when we 
know that their destiny is the 
Resurrected Life we see in Jesus. 
The earth, and the people on it 
are not meant just for our use, our 
good or enjoyment, but destined 
for transfiguration in God’s glory. 
If we are accountants, how does 
this change our accounting? If we 
are lawyers, how does this change 
our lawyering? It’s not that 
we’ll necessarily have to switch 
jobs, but that the work we do is 
leavened from within by a new 
reality, lit by a new light, fired by 
a new commission. We all have 
the task of taking Jesus’ reality 
into every corner of creation, 
every corner of our lives. 

Easter is here! Alleluia! I look 
forward to exploring what this Resurrected Jesus 
means for us this Easter Season (which is longer 
than Lent!) and discovering more of what I cannot 
even now imagine! 
 
Christ has been raised from the dead,  
the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep. 
For since by a man came death,  

The NC Museum of Art’s current exhibit, Glory of Venice: Renaissance 
Paintings 1470–1520, features this painting by Giovanni Bellini, entitled 
Christ’s Blessing.  

Visit the NC Museum of Art through 

June 18 to see more religious works by 

Bellini and other artists of the 

 Italian Renaissance.
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The Greatest Generation

Give as You Live: A Look at Planned Giving as We Age
Thanks to the generosity of our parishioners, the balance of the Holy 
Michael Foundation is approximately $990,000. We are a little more than 
$100,000 from our $1 million threshold! We are so close to using this 
endowment to benefit the mission and ministries of St. Michael’s.

Of course, I want all parishioners to donate to our 
endowment. The sooner we reach $1 million, the 
sooner we fund grants for community and world 
mission. However, to support the Holy Michael 
Foundation for St. Michael’s lifetime, planned 
gifts are key. A planned gift is just that: a gift you 
promise to make upon your death. Planned giving 
is beneficial because it allows you the final say in 
how your assets are allocated.

The simplest way to make a planned gift is 
to instruct the attorney preparing your will to include the following 
language: “I give the sum of $____ to the Holy Michael Foundation, St. 
Michael’s Episcopal Church, 1520 Canterbury Road, Raleigh, North 
Carolina, 27608.” If you prefer to give a percentage of your estate, you can 
stipulate that instead.

Who can make a planned gift? Anyone.

Millennials — If you are in your 20s or 30s, the last thing you may be 
thinking about is a will and a planned gift to your church. First, if you do 
not have a will, make an appointment with an attorney as soon as possible. 
Everyone needs a will. During this life stage, you may have young 
children. You may be focused on your career. Or, you may think you 
don’t have enough income to make an impact. One of the benefits of a 
planned gift is the delayed outlay of funds. Making a planned gift creates 
the opportunity to have a positive impact on our community through St. 
Michael’s ministries.

Gen Xers — During this stage, I often say you are in the thick of it; you’re 
building your family and career. This could be when you are at the top of 
your earning potential. Your kids, if you have any, are getting older and 

you’re saving for college. Perhaps you are on the verge 
of being an empty nester. If so, congratulations! The 
Holy Michael Foundation is building as well. Your 
planned gift ensures St. Michael’s can continue to 
build its ministries.

Baby Boomers — You may be concluding your career 
and thinking about retirement. Perhaps you are a 
new retiree. In retirement, you may be prioritizing 
your charitable giving. Naming the Holy Michael 
Foundation in your will or through another planned 
gift provides an attractive vehicle to continue your 
charitable giving after your death.

Greatest Generation (or over 75 years old) — I hope 
you are enjoying your retirement! You’ve earned it! 
You’ve also helped build St. Michael’s into the vibrant 
church it is today, and may be one of the people 
who started St. Michael’s 67 years ago. A planned 
gift to the Holy Michael Foundation is the perfect 
opportunity to help preserve what you’ve helped 
build, ensuring St. Michael’s can support and grow its 
ministries for our church’s lifetime.

Please consider making a planned gift to the Holy 
Michael Foundation. At any age, your gift to our 
parish’s legacy will support and grow its mission and 
ministries. For more information, please contact 
Charlotte Griffin, Director of Development, griffin@
holymichael.org, 919-782-0731, ext. 121.

– Charlotte Griffin, Director of Development

+ + +

Coming soon: 

The Canterbury Circle’s annual celebration 

Now, if you read John, chapter 20 closely, you see that only John and 
Mary Magdalene bend down in the story, and where the boy defers to 
Peter to enter first, and Mary Magdalene stands outside weeping, Peter 
who neither bends nor weeps, neither believes, nor sees the risen Christ.

I think the point is this, those who loved Jesus most vulnerably — the 
boy he makes a younger brother, the lost woman he brings into the fold, 
they are the first to get eyes to see Jesus in his fullness, his glory, and his 
resurrection from the dead.

I think John is saying that “‘Loving comes before Believing.”

Consider: Peter was called Peter by Jesus as a nickname.  His real name 
was Simon, Jesus called him Peter, which means Rocky, perhaps for 
a reason. He was like a rock.  He was older and tougher. He carried a 
sword.

And for each denial before the cross, the risen Jesus would ask Peter: “Do 

you love me?”  “Do you love me?”  “Do you love me?”

I think the point is simple: Only those with bended 
knee — the powerless, young, weak and gratefully 
forgiven — easily see the risen Jesus.

We who have loved and seen the risen Lord are called 
to be beacons of hope.  We’ve got to show the love of 
Christ for the world. By forgiving people their sins, 
and ours.  By not judging.  By helping.  By healing.  
By serving.  By loving.

It’s the only way any will believe in Christ, for loving 
precedes believing.

—The Rev. Samuel Gregory Jones

RECTOR
continued from page 1
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Fourteen St. Michael’s parishioners (one, a former 
parishioner) spent Holy Week on Ambergis Cay, Belize, 
working once again with children and staff at Holy Cross 
Anglican School. In their week, they accomplished many 
tasks, working to replace the cafeteria and kitchen ceilings, 
teaching sewing skills, working with students during 
Vacation Bible School and more. Here’s some of what was 
accomplished.

• Donated 14 crates of items from St. Michael’s  and 
Leesville Elementary School for school supplies, the sewing 
center, and tools

• Donated three LEM home-visitation kits in the name of St. 
Michael’s to the Anglican Diocese of Belize 

• Met with Solar-Energy Solutions Belize on campus 
to diagnose issues with current solar arrays: resolved problems with 
monitoring and assessed condition of arrays as well as approach for 
deploying additional solar panels with money raised for our Phase 3 
renewable energy project

Sewing Center

• Donated five crates of sewing supplies, including two new sewing 
machines, thanks to St. Elizabeth’s ECW chapter; helped clean and organize 
sewing center and its supplies, reducing opportunity for rats to build nests

• Taught sewing skills to the Sewing Sisters including how to make shorts, 
shirts and headbands

• Held business meetings with Sewing Sisters and Rodney Griffith, school 
principal, to examine how to improve business skills 

Nutrition Clinic

• Collaborated with “Projects Abroad” Public Health Coordinator to host 
a morning-long nutrition-education clinic at the San Pedro Lions Club and 
were invited to co-schedule the island-wide health fair with next year’s 
Belize mission.

• Donated six CPR ventilation kits to the local medical clinic

• Donated four of our crates to the island HIV/AIDS foundation.

• Donated one of our shipping crates to a struggling local family trying to 
start a fruit-selling business and the rest, save one, to HCAS

• Painted brand new HCAS Entrance Sign ( 8’ by 4’ ) to replace the sign 
that had been blown away by Hurricane Earl

• Bleach-washed and painted numerous mildew-covered HCAS exterior 
classroom walls

• painted more than 20 Celotex Thermal insulation panels 

• Tore out all remaining rat-infested insulation and old framing in both 
kitchen and cafeteria

• Reframed entire kitchen ceiling in preparation for installation of new 
Celotex to replace old fiberglass insulation

• Installed more than 20 custom-cut Celotex Thermal insulation panels in 

Belize Mission TeaM 2017
Bryan Bickley •  Paula Bickley
Anna Bickley • Will Bickley

Paige Madtes  • Kevin O’Shea
Leann Madtes 

 Jonathan Stafford
Catherine Winslow 
Catherine Lambe
Claren Englebreth 

Ben Hopkins
Meg McHenry •  John McHenry

newly framed kitchen ceiling, sufficient to cover entire 
kitchen area and adjacent food serving counter.

• Bleach-washed original rainbow kitchen mural 

• Applied reflective coat paint on untreated corrugated 
sheet metal roofing on the original HCAS classrooms 
to reduce classroom temperatures by about 10 degrees 
on hot days.

• Hosted Holy Week Vacation Bible School for 50-
85 HCAS and San Mateo children, with Holy Week 
themes, and Easter Egg Hunt

• Held early evening Compline with reflections and 
singing for the team once back at the hotel featuring, 
Scripture of the day (daily Lectionary) 

• Helped HCAS staff relocate all kitchen utensils and 
gas stove back into kitchen following completion of 
the ceiling, and prepared it for opening of school after 
Easter break.

• Renewed, strengthened, and/or built lasting 
relationships with HCAS staff, teachers, and students, as 
well as with children from San Mateo who still have no 
place to attend school.

— John McHenry, Belize Team Leader

Belize Team Continues To Improve Life at Holy Cross

The St. Michael’s Mission Team replaced the school sign, destroyed during 
Hurricane Matthew.
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T

Finding 
God & 
Self in 
Belize

Paula Bickley, center, John McHenry, right, and the 
kids of Holy Cross.

The team paints the roof with reflective paint.
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see them. God was on that 
walk with me to and from the 
school each day; sometimes 
he looked like Paige or Kevin 
or Leann. Sometimes God 
was John’s enormous smile. 
God was every person I came 
in contact with. I found him, 
caught him, spent the week 
with him. I hope he stays 
with me once I get off this 
plane and into my brother’s 
car. I’m addicted. Now I 
know why he created us to 
serve, because it’s a feeling 
that is indescribable. A high 
so great it’s scary coming 
down. 

God is calling all of us to join 
this kingdom; it may not be 
over the loudspeaker at the 
next ACC game, but he’s 
calling. Are you listening? Are 
you going?

— Claren Englebreth 

The range of emotions over the week created a transformation 
in my soul. Like Saul. At first, I felt sadness for “this other 
community,” and the urge to help them. The urge to make it 
look prettier on the outside. We only had seven days to “fix” 
or “help.” That wasn’t nearly enough time. Then I met the 
members of the community of San Mateo. Whoa. They might 
not look perfect on the outside, but they sure did fix my insides. 
In just seven days. Seven. 

It wasn’t us and them —  we became one — all God’s people. 
All the same, with the same real feelings, the same problems, 
the same life circumstances. The same reactions, but they 
handle all of this way better than I did before meeting them.

As we walked the dirt roads of San Mateo to invite them to 
VBS, they came out of their homes and welcomed us, people 
who looked totally different from them. They hugged us. Asked 
us to come meet their friends. And then joined us in worship. 
Wow. I need to learn to love my local neighbors as these 
strangers loved us.

A sign — literally and figuratively — was my first project 
with others. Blown away with the most recent hurricane, was 
it even important? It seemed small potatoes compared to the 
demolition and rebuilding of the cafeteria ceiling. But the tears 
in Mr. Freddie’s eyes let me know it was more than a sign. It 
was a miracle to them.

A song on the palapa that sounded like a holy choir. No organ. 
No fancy sanctuary. Raw, organic Holy.

The last day of VBS. Can it be anything less than Bryan Bickley 
creating loaves and fishes? He did, exactly what we needed. 
And the classrooms. How did we have the perfect number of 
chairs for all three groups? And the craft. Can you believe we 
had exactly the right amount of paper crosses? And we didn’t 
even count.

Turns out, I never felt alone, even when I was scared to have 
my own room the first night. And searching, I found God. 
Everywhere. In the fellowship of my new family. The one I’m 
afraid to leave when we step off this plane; in the faces of every 
child that loved us, hugged us, and begged us to come back to 

Replacing the kitchen ceiling and painting a new sign.

Ben Hopkins installs the new ceiling 
over the cafeteria.

Cleaning the walls of Holy Cross School.
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For All the Saints

A Saint for Mothers: Saint Monica of Hippo, Mother of Augustine
Many women throughout the world have cried for their children, 
watching (often in silence) as their children live lives their parents 
don’t approve of. Monica was one such mother. She is known for her 
outstanding Christian virtues, and especially for her endless prayers for 
her son, Augustine of Hippo. He led a life of adultery in his younger 
years, which caused 
Monica much grief 
and suffering on his 
behalf.

Monica was born in 
322 AD in present 
day Souk Ahras, 
Algeria. Her life was 
not easy. She was 
married to a Roman 
pagan named 
Patricius, who had a 
violent temper. It is 
said, however, that 
he held her in high respect probably because of her prayer habits, her alms 
and good deeds. He was fickle and unreliable, though when Augustine 
was very ill in childhood, he allowed the child to be baptized. As soon as 
the boy recovered, he withdrew his permission.  

As Augustine matured, he turned to leading a rather wayward lifestyle, 
and in his Confessions, he freely admits that he was lazy. He also became 
a Manichaean, which led to a split between himself and Monica, who 
remained a firm Christian. At some point however, she had a vision 
which convinced her to reconcile with Augustine. (Manichaeans followed 
the Iranian prophet Mani, who taught an elaborate dualistic cosmology, 
which taught about a struggle between the good spiritual world of light 
and the material world of darkness, which was considered evil. It was a 
form of Gnosticism.)

Some time after their reconciliation, Monica followed 
Augustine to Rome where she met an unnamed 
bishop who prophetically told her that, “the child 
of those tears shall never perish.” Those words gave 
her tremendous comfort. While in Rome, she met 
Ambrose and because of Ambrose, she was able to see 
Augustine convert to Christianity after a very long 17-
year resistance. He would become a bishop and one of 
the greatest teachers in the Roman Catholic Church. 
He wrote about his mother and their relationship in 
Confessions.

Monica followed Augustine to Rome and then to 
Milan. On a journey back to Africa, the stopped in 
Ostia, Italy, and Monica died there in 387. She made 
it clear that it did not matter where she was buried, 
and that her son should not bother to bring her back 
to her homeland. She in fact said to her grieving son, 
“You will bury your mother here.” Her tomb was 
excavated and her mortal remains were transferred to 
the Church of Augustine in Rome in 1430.

Over the years, I have spoken to countless parents 
who grieve for their children, and Monica gives us an 
example of one person who would not give up praying. 
While we are not guaranteed that our prayers will give 
us what we desire for our children, prayer can always 
help us deal with the situations in life over which 
we have no control. Prayer gives us the strength and 
courage to persevere, never giving up on those whom 
we love. 

Monica’s feast day is May 4.
— The Rev. Holly M. Gloff

The crypt of Saint Monica, Basilica di Sant’Agostino, Rome
— Wikipedia image

The Annettes, or “little Annas,” are working among us at St. Michael’s 
and are doing wonderful things. The name for this ministry comes 
from the Biblical prophet and elder Anna, who along with Simeon, 
realized that the baby brought to the temple by Mary and Joseph was the 
Messiah. Joyce Hunn, a member of the Society of St. Anna the Prophet 
in Atlanta, a recognized religious order of the Episcopal Church and 
introduced the ministry to St. Michael’s. The women focus on the values 
of simplicity, creativity, and balance in their lives and journey into their 
own Christianity and aging through learning and service.

The main service of the Annettes is to be in touch with our parishioners 
and others no longer able to attend church regularly. Since forming our 
parish in 2015, this small group has carried out its mission quietly and 
faithfully. Among its activities have been individual parishioner visits, 
socials — they have hosted two teas at Springmoor —  and regularly 
scheduled Vespers at Springmoor where many of our parishioners now 
reside. (Joyce Hunn delivers a homily and Bruce Hunn plays guitar. The 
Annettes also deliver small tokens, such as individual roses and cards to 
the elderly and make phone calls to check up on the more senior members 
of our congregation. 

Retired priest and parishioner, the Rev. Dana 
Hardwick serves Whitaker Glen residents Holy 
Communion two Sundays a month. Residents there 
should check the calendar to see when it is scheduled.

“It is a gift and blessing to feel their joy and 
excitement at having someone visit to break the 
normal routine,” says Susan Emmerson, who joined 
the group a year ago. “I always end up being the one 
who is blessed by the visit.”

New members are welcome! If you’re looking for 
your place of service, come to the group’s one-hour 
meetings, held every third Wednesday’s meeting 
at 10  a.m. in the Cconvocation Room. For more 
information, you may also call Joyce Hunn, the 
Annettes convener, at 404-455-9880; Sally Norton at 
919-803-3987; or Susan Emmerson at 919-832-5608.

— Shelia Pueschel

‘Annettes’ Ministry Connects with Longtime Parishioners
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Now that Easter has been celebrated and all the 
chocolate has been eaten, it’s time to turn our sights to 
other celebrations. Our annual Spring Fling will give us 
plenty to celebrate on Thursday, May 18, at 11:30 a.m.
We will gather for a glass of 
wine as we are seranaded to 
the melodies of our fabulous 
pianist, Bob Spaziano. Once 
again, Travis Jackson and 
Scott Murphy (our resident 
bartenders) have agreed to 
serve us. 
Lunch will be prepared and 
served by many of our generous and hard-working 
volunteers who have been slaving away cooking 
casseroles and preparing salads galore! A gluten-free 
option will also be available.  
Ann Garey has graciously created gorgeous invitations 
(I am hoping you have received yours by now; if not, 

please pick one up in the front lobby), as 
well as preparing the ballot box for the 
ever popular Senior of the Year. Who will 
it be this year??  Please do vote – the voting 
continues until May 11.  
Our entertainment this year will be 
provided by the Junior League Chorus, 
of which several are members of St. 
Michael’s. They always do an exquisite job 
of preparing beautiful music, and it has 
been a joy to hear them rehearse here on 
Wednesday mornings. 
Greg will do the honors of presenting 
flowers to the Senior of the Year.  
Please join us for this, our final OWLS 
event for this calendar year.

— The Rev. Holly M. Gloff

The Spring Fling is Upon Us!

garden party

the
 ecw ( st. michael’s

friday  may 12

st. michael’s episcopal church
1520 canterbury road

until

all proceeds benefit

the camden street
learning garden

$25 per person
dressy casual
beer   wine

served
outdoor teachingkitchen

Plans are in full swing for the ECW’s Garden Party May 
12 to benefit the Camden Street Garden. In what has 
become a tradition, our live auction will include a reserved 
parking space on Sunday mornings for one year. Silent 
auction items include:
• Carolina Hurricanes Tickets

• Pamlico River House

• Hatteras Island Condo for 1 Week

• Food Related Gift Basket 

• Art by Liles Dunnigan

• Art by Martha Crampton

• Burt's Bees Gift Basket

• Painting of St. Michael's

• Three Nights at Four Bedroom Vacation Home in 
Surf City, NC

Tickets are $25 per person, with additional giving levels 
available. 

We hope you’ll join us for the evening, filled with 
fellowship, delicious food and a lively auction. 

Garden Party Auction Items 
include River, Beach Stays



10

Chronicles of Canterbury

li
fe

lo
n

g
 d

is
c

ip
le

b
r

ie
fl

y

Wednesday 
Words & 
Wisdom

7 p.m.
May 10

home of Ann & 
David Crawford

Presenting the 
list of books 
for 2016-17 

program year

Newcomers 
Welcome

 
Habitat 

Episcopal 
Build

Work Day

Saturday 

May 6

8 a.m. 

921 Skinner 
Drive Raleigh

Contact: 
Joe Warenda

Give Thanks for the United Thank Offering
The United Thank Offering is a ministry of the Episcopal Church for the 
mission of the whole church. The money raised supports the Episcopal 
Church and the various missions and ministries supported by the church. 
Through daily thanksgiving we are able to raise money to help others. The 
idea is to give thanks for the blessings we encounter every day. 

Give thanks for the little things like the birds at your backyard birdfeeder 
and give thanks for the big things like a new job. As you give thanks, put 
a coin or two in your blue United Thank Offering box. When your box is 
full, write a check and put it in the United Thank Offering envelope. 

Sunday, May 7, is United Thank Offering Giving Sunday. Please consider 
donating money using the envelope that will be provided in the bulletin. 
Look for the blue boxes to take home and begin your own family tradition 
of daily thanksgiving. Then empty the box in the fall to donate on the next 
United Thank Offering Giving Sunday.  

Through the United Thank Offering the Episcopal Church has been able 
to provide grants for new churches, schools, and community resources. 
By acknowledging our daily blessings, we can help the Episcopal church 
provide for others throughout the world.  

Choral Evensong, 
Please join us on Sunday, May 
7, at 4 p.m., when our Adult 
Choir, St. Gregory Boychoir and 
St. Cecilia Girls Choir will sing 
Choral Evensong.  

The service will include the 
Magnificat and Nunc dimittis 
in A major by Herbert Sumsion, 
Philip Radcliffe’s Responses, and 
Parry’s thrilling setting of “I was 
glad.”  Choral Evensong is one of 
our Anglican tradition’s liturgical 
gems.

St. Michael’s will again be collecting diapers in May for The Diaper 
Train, a program of Saint Saviour’s Center. The Diaper Train continues 
to grow to address the needs of low-income families in Wake County. 
Since 2011, the Diaper Train has 
distributed more than 2.1 million 
diapers to families in need.

Child care centers don’t accept 
children wearing cloth diapers, and 
parents can’t work without child 
care, so diapers, which aren’t covered 
by WIC and food stamp programs, 
is an important need for working families. According to the Diaper Train, 
1 in 3 parents has had to choose between diapers and food. 

Volunteers distribute diapers on Tuesday and Thursday mornings at 
Saint Saviour’s Center to families referred by social services agencies in 
Wake County. The Diaper Center also gives diapers to many local partner 
agencies for the families in their programs including StepUp, Interact of 
Wake County, SAFEchild, Salvation Army, WIHN, Wake Relief and 
The Healing Place.

Their clients, who are very appreciative of the diapers, include working 
parents struggling to make ends meet, refugees starting a new life in 
Raleigh, grandmothers with custody of their grandchildren, and families 
with older children still needing diapers because of disabilities.

St. Michael’s has one of the most successful community diaper drives. 
This year our goal is 10,000 diapers!

Most needed are sizes 4, 5, and 6 and baby wipes. Diapers may be 
dropped off all month in the Parish Hall.

Thank you for supporting this ministry.

For questions, contact Linda Rogers at lrogers518@nc.rr.com or Frances 
Fontaine at francesgfontaine@gmail.com

All Aboard the Diaper Train!

You Ought  
To Be in Pictures

Mark your calendars for September 
17-20 and Oct. 4-7, when St. 
Michael’s will host photographers 
who will create our new parish 
directory. We have been publishing 
directories for close to 70 years and 
hope that every family will want to 
be part of this important historic 
record. 
Carico Photo and Video in 
Kernersville will offer family 
and individual photos, offering 
Sunday, afternoon and evening 
appointments. There is no 
purchase required, and every family 
photographed will receive a free 
printed directory.

Online appointment scheduling 
will be available this summer. As 
the schedule fills, Carico will add 
more slots to the schedule.

Our last directory was completed 
in 2013. We hope your family 
will be part of our new directory. 
Watch for news of online 
scheduling in the coming months.

The Rountree family, circa 1996.
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The resurrecTion AppeArAnces of Jesus

wiTh The rev. sTephen elkins-williAms

Of the 89 chapters in the four Gospels, only five 
are devoted to Jesus’ resurrection appearances 
to his followers.  Yet they are among the most 
engaging, provoking, empowering stories in all 
of Scripture. What does it mean that Jesus was 
unrecognizable but that “they knew it was the 
Lord,” that he ate and drank with his disciples and 
touched them and breathed on them, but that he 
easily appeared and disappeared from their sight? 

The Rev. Stephen Elkins-Williams was Rector of the 
Chapel of the Cross in Chapel Hill from 1985-2015 
and presently is Priest-in-Residence at St. Stephen’s, 
Durham.

May 14 &  21
prAcTicing resurrecTion
wiTh The rev. roberT fruehwirTh
 & The rev. holly gloff
In these two Adult Forums we will explore the 
Resurrection as a lived reality in daily life—in our 
families, our work, our spirituality and prayer, and 
our relationships with one another. 
We will identify those moments when the Christ 
breaks through our normal, pre-Easter ways 
of living, relating, and working, and when the 
resurrected Lord commissions us to care for each 
other and God’s world in a new way. Holly and 
Robert will reflect on spiritual practices that have 
held them open to the unexpected presence of 
Christ in ordinary life.

May 28 TBA

Pennsylvania state University ConCert Choir 
Performs at st. miChael’s

Tuesday, May 9 at 7:30 p.m.

The Pennsylvania State University Concert Choir has 
performed in Germany, Austria, Switzerland, Italy, Great 
Britain and Australia. Within the United States, they have 
toured extensively performing at premier venues including 
Heinz Hall, Pittsburgh, the Kimmel Center in Philadelphia, 
and the Strathmore Concert Hall in Maryland.  The 
choir has performed at state and regional conferences 
of the American Choral Directors Association and the 
Pennsylvania Music Educators Association.  Recent 
highlights include performing with Bang on a Can All-
Stars and The Rolling Stones.  The Concert Choir 
comprises undergraduate and graduate students from 
a variety of academic disciplines and is directed by 
Christopher Kiver.

Their program will be selected from “Geistliches Lied” 
by Johannes Brahms, “Reincarnations” by Samuel Barber, 
“Ave maris stella” by Grieg and works by Daniel Edler, 
Norman Dello Joio, Josef Rheinberger and Ralph Vaughan 
Williams.  Admission is free.
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Easter is a day for bonnets and caps and for taking pictures in front of the flowering 
cross. More than 1,000 people attended services on Easter morning at St. Michael’s.


