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On March 4, the Diocese of North Carolina 
held a special convention in the beautiful 
and spacious chapel 

of an Episcopal school in 
Greensboro. Like our parish’s 
street, the school was named 
Canterbury after the mother 
cathedral of the Church of 
England and its daughter 
churches around the world. As 
Episcopalians, we are in living 
relationship with our mother 
church, and the archbishop 
of Canterbury continues as 
the spiritual leader of the 
worldwide Anglican Communion, of which we are the 
second-oldest member church. 

Our new bishop-elect will be consecrated into 
the succession begun by Jesus and handed over to 

the apostles, a succession we believe to be one of 
the several marks of our identity. Indeed, as an 
“episcopal” polity, which means we have episcopoi’ 
(“bishops” in Greek) — we can trace our genealogy 
of leadership all the way back to Christ by way of this 
apostolic succession.

While still a priest, the Rev. Samuel Sewall Rodman, 
III will have a lot to prepare for spiritually and 
mentally as he readies himself to become a bishop. 
His consecration in July at the Duke University 
Chapel will be a glorious event. 

It is somewhat ironic that we North Carolina 
Episcopalians have a local custom of consecrating 
our bishops in Duke’s glorious chapel. I say ironic 
not out of silly sports rivalry — but because Duke is 
a Methodist institution. And Methodism was begun 
in America by John Wesley, who was not himself a 
bishop. Indeed, he broke with centuries of apostolic 

In January I was cleaning out my garage when I 
found a dahlia tuber that had somehow fallen 
to the floor with a handful of potting material. 

Despite the cold, dark, and concrete of the garage, it 
had put out green shoots.

The vibrancy of this life put 
me in mind of some reflections 
by the American psychologist 
Carl Rogers, considered by 
some the father of humanist 
psychotherapy. 

Rogers was convinced that in 
every life, from the simplest 
amoeba to the greatest 
blue whale, from the grass in our front lawns to the 
human being, there was what he called an actualizing 
tendency. This is the tendency of every living organism 
to grow so as to be able to connect more with its 

environment to meet and secure its needs, and also to 
protect itself from threats. Each organism does this in 
ways suited to itself. Trees put down huge roots and 
thousands of leaves, canines bond into groups and 
protect their young. 

This actualizing tendency is the urgency of life itself 
to seek its own flourishing. And even when a life was 
placed in an environment that is hostile to its own 
becoming, it will still struggle to grow as best as it 
can, like the dahlia in my garage. The weirdest and 
most bizarre forms of life are adaptions to hostile 
environments. Even the forgotten potato in the root 
cellar, sending out a bizarre growth of gangly white 
stems is doing what it can. 

As Christians, we call our actualizing tendency the 
soul, and the aim of our soul, the goal to which all of 
our growth is oriented, is being able to share in the 

Beloved Disciples

God Gives Us All the Potential for Growth

The Rev. Samuel S. Rodman
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life of God in the world — sharing in God’s loving, God’s truthfulness, God’s compassion. 

This is what the Biblical writers meant when they said that we were created in the image 
and likeness of God: our fundamental destiny, what we were made for, is to share in God’s 
life in a direct and personal way. By our free and willing choice we 
learn to move with God’s way of being in our world, as this has 
been revealed to us, and made possible for us, in Jesus. Our end, 
the goal of our soul, is realized when the Holy Spirit comes into 
our lives and unites us with Jesus in such a way that we can share 
something of Jesus with our world. Put a different way, when we 
choose to be compassionate, truthful, loving, caring, in obedient 
responsiveness to God, we are sharing in God’s life and our souls 
are flourishing. 

The problem we run into, like the dahlia in my garage, is largely 
one of environment. We are shown conditional love from the 
day we are born. We are shown duplicity. We are threatened 
by our world. And we adapt to this partially dishonest, partially 
loving world with an array of coping mechanisms, behaviors, and 
duplicities of our own. These minor infidelities to who God has 
fundamentally made us to be grow over time to be larger and 
larger until they are barriers to God. Our incredible intelligences, 
imaginations,= and hearts become self-serving, even fearful, and 
shade into degrees of dishonesty with ourselves and others, heading 
towards darkness.

Jesus came to intervene in this situation, which the Church for 
centuries described as hopeless, as destined to confusion, death 
and damnation. Jesus came to introduce into the matrix of fallen 
human society the life-giving, growthful truth of how God actually 
relates to us, with unconditional love and a consistent drawing of 
us into truth, with compassion and mercy and care. The divine 
life was fully present in Jesus of Nazareth — and all the miracles 
of the Bible attest to the the power of this divine life, that as he 
walked into any human situation, healing came, and freedom from 
demons, and a new community emerged. 

Human beings start growing upwards, strongly towards their truth as images of God, 
friends of the Divine, brothers and sisters with Jesus. They can grow aright because they 
have the needed life-giving context. Imagine if I took that dahlia and planted it outside 
in the warm spring soil, loamy and rich. It would suddenly grow four fold, and then do 
something entirely unexpected: bright yellow flowers would unfold from within its own 
flowery soul. 

The Church has the task of continuing this work that Jesus started, the work of intervening 
in fallen systems of the world with God’s growthful life. In Jesus, we present the divine 
life convincingly and powerfully so that human beings can have that context that enables 
them to grow aright, grow out of sin, and fulfill what they were made to be. We can do 
this in preaching and evangelism, yes. It can also be in a simple act of kindness: bandaging 
wounds emotional, physical, spiritual. It can be an unrewarding ministry to the under-
educated and under-privileged, to the severely damaged and unloved. It can be a prophetic 
witness to the powers of the world, that they are simply wrong about what human life is 
meant to be. 

This Holy Week and Easter, God in the Church, in its liturgies is realizing once again the 
truth of God’s life among us by walking us step by step through mysteries of Jesus’ death 
on Good Friday and then Resurrection. 

Sometimes I feel that there is in God a desperate, divine desire for each of us to receive 

GROWTH
continued from page 1
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continued from page 1
tradition by appointing a man to be a bishop for America, even though 
he was not authorized to do so. It is ironic, but only in a historical sense. 
To be sure, though, he was not actually consecrated a bishop. Wesley was 
himself an apostolic figure in a deeper, non-literal way. Wesley, after all, 
was a giant of evangelism and church formation, and remains one of the 
greatest figures in Christianity 
since the reformation. The 
Episcopal Church would 
have been far better off, in 
my opinion, if we had had a 
Wesley. But I digress...

Our new bishop-elect has 
been a priest for nearly 
30 years and has been a 
rector of a vibrant parish in 
Massachusetts, as well as 
a diocesan officer involved 
in large-scale stewardship 
programs and special ministries of the Diocese of Massachusetts. From 
this work in particular, we very much hope he will bring much needed gifts 
of administration and diocesan-level oversight skill. Bishop-elect Rodman 
went to Bates College, a fine small college in Lewiston, Maine — akin to 
Davidson perhaps. And he attended the Virginia Theological Seminary.

I was able to email him after his election, and he responded immediately. 
I asked him a number of questions for the sake of this article, and his 
answers were wonderful.

His favorite theologians are Karl Barth, Paul Tillich and more recently 
Cynthia Bourgeault, author of The Wisdom Jesus. To be sure, Karl Barth 
was the greatest theologian of the 20th century, in my opinion, so I was 
most pleased with this answer. His favorite hymns in our hymnal are “My 
Song is Love Unknown,” and “Now Thank We all our God.” Again, while 

a purely individual question with no right answer, I 
certainly love those hymns deeply — and we must 
make sure to play them when he arrives for his first 
visit!

On a lighter note, I asked the bishop if he had any 
genealogical connection to the famous historical 
figure Samuel Sewall, the early Massachusetts 
colonial justice who was involved in the famed witch 
trials. His answer was most amusing.

“The question of Justice Samuel Sewall is the subject 
of a long running family debate, but my father, in 
profile, bore a striking resemblance to the Judge.”

Bishop-elect Rodman is married with two adult 
daughters. He tells me his wife Debbie, “works as a 
designer for a small educational publishing company 
in Cambridge.” One of their best known products 
is the vocabulary curriculum “Wordly Wise.” His 
daughters are likewise very accomplished in helping 
professions — oldest daughter, Kate, 28 and living 
in San Francisco, is finishing post-doctoral work 
in clinical psychology; younger daughter, Lee, is 
26, and works at a small Minnesota college on 
a program which provides supports for students 
with a history of addiction who are committed to 
maintaining their sobriety.

I am very enthusiastic about Bishop-elect Rodman 
after having gotten to know him just a little bit and 
in listening to his words. We will be very happy to 
welcome him.

— The Rev. Samuel Gregory Jones

‘Our new bishop-elect has been a priest for 
nearly 30 years and has been a rector of 
a vibrant parish in Massachusetts, as well 
as a diocesan officer involved in large-
scale stewardship programs and special 
ministries of the Diocese of Massachusetts. 
From this work in particular, we very much 
hope he will bring much needed gifts of 
administration and diocesan-level oversight 
skill.’

“I am deeply honored and grateful and, with God’s help, I accept this call 
to be your next Bishop Diocesan, in North Carolina. The prospect of 
following and building upon the leadership and legacy of Bishop Michael 
Curry is both humbling and inspiring. I trust that the Holy Spirit, moving 
through the Diocese of North Carolina, will continue to light the way and 
guide our path together. I look forward to joining you and am excited 
already about the mission we will share as disciples and apostles in the 
years ahead. I am especially excited to be able to partner with Bishop 
Anne Hodges-Copple and Bishop Peter Lee and the staff of the diocese 
in leadership and service.

My heart is full of gratitude for my fellow nominees who offered them-
selves and their gifts, faithfully and freely. The journey we shared two 
weeks ago on the Whistle Stop tour was not only a pilgrimage to sacred 
place in the Diocese, it was a testimony to their considerable gifts of 
leadership in the life of the church. It is a special blessing to have shared 
in this discernment with people for whom I have such respect and admi-
ration.

As we look ahead together, our call to be the Body of Christ at this time 
in North Carolina brings with it some unique challenges: among them 

the divisive political climate in our country, tensions 
around racial injustice and economic inequity, and the 
so-called narrative of decline in the life of the church. 
And yet across the Diocese I see signs of hope, 
deeper engagement with communities we serve, new 
models for mission being offered and tested, the gos-
pel promise reminding us that ‘all things hold together 
in Christ’. We are already united in prayer. That has 
been at the heart of this discernment process. Prayer 
will continue to be at the heart of our common life as 
we begin this journey together. It is with great joy and 
anticipation that Debbie and I look forward to making 
North Carolina our home. And now, in the spirit of 
this day, let’s look to the future following in the way 
that Jesus is leading, moving with the grace of the Holy 
Spirit, marching forth together in the light of God.”

— The Rev. Samuel Sewall Rodman

A Statement from the Bishop-Elect
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garden party

the
 ecw ( st. michael’s

friday  may 12

st. michael’s episcopal church
1520 canterbury road

until

all proceeds benefit

the camden street
learning garden

$25 per person
dressy casual
beer   wine

served
outdoor teachingkitchen

The ECW of St. Michael's invites all to their annual Garden 
Party, Friday, May 12, from 6-9 p.m. The lively social evening is 
the signature fundraiser for the ECW, and proceeds this year will 
benefit the Camden Street Garden Outdoor Teaching Kitchen.

The garden, located in southeast Raleigh, serves as a community 
gathering place, where families are taught how to plant, harvest 
and cook what they grow. Established by the InterFaith Food 
Shuttle a few years ago, the garden currently operates a teaching 
kitchen in a small room nearby. 

The new outdoor space will make it possible for more families to 
participate in learning to prepare healthy foods. 

The outdoor teaching kitchen and classroom will include a 
large shaded kitchen and classroom/gathering space to conduct 
workshops, field trips, gardening and cooking electives, 
fundraisers and community events.  The classroom area will have 
seating for up to 30 people as well as standing room, a drop-
down projector, a rain collection system and white boards for 
teaching lessons. The kitchen will feature a number of large work 
spaces, a demonstration counter and include an outdoor oven, 
and cooking equipment such as induction burners, a large sink 
and a cob pizza oven.

Tickets for the event are $25 each. The evening will include 
dinner and live and silent auctions featuring beach weekends, 
event tickets, art and more. Watch for your invitation soon!

Come to the Garden Party

Architectural rendering of the Camden Street Garden Teaching Kitchen. It will have a large shaded classroom with seating for 30, 
large workspaces, an outdoor oven and a pizza oven. St. Michael's ECW hopes to make the kitchen a reality.



5

Chronicles of Canterbury

Are you ready to retire? Most retirement plans require you to withdraw 
money after you reach 70 ½ years old. These withdrawals are called 
required minimum distributions (RMD). If you are 70 ½ or older, you 
may want to consider increasing your charitable giving and reap tax 
benefits in the process. You may be able to transfer a portion of your 
RMD from your IRA in the form of a Qualified 
Charitable Distribution (QCD) to a qualifying 
non-profit, such as the Holy Michael Foundation. 

This is an excellent opportunity to reduce your 
tax exposure while making a gift to benefit St. 
Michael’s for years to come. Your bank, brokerage 
or fund company can provide instructions for this 
process. Keep in mind: You are only eligible to receive the tax benefit 
if the funds are transferred directly to the Holy Michael Foundation. 
Funds liquidated from your IRA, then donated, are considered taxable 
income for the donor. For complete advice on QCDs, please consult your 
broker, financial planner or CPA. For Holy Michael Foundation account 
information, or guidance for other ways to give, please contact Charlotte 
Griffin, griffin@holymichael.org, 919-782-0731, ext. 121.

New Board Members Welcomed

At the Holy Michael Foundation’s annual meeting last month, we 
celebrated the service of three board members’ whose terms expired, and 
we welcomed three new board members. Tommy Malone, Kip Meadows 
and Pansy Morton retired from the board after many years of service. 
Tommy and Kip’s financial experience helped Holy Michael Foundation 
navigate its liquidation from the NC Diocesan Common Trust Fund 
to establishing the investment model we use today. They will continue 
to serve on the board’s investment committee. Pansy had served on the 

board since 2008 bringing a wealth of knowledge 
and advice. Please thank them for their service and 
dedication to this important mission of our church.

We welcome our new board members who begin their 
three-year terms: Nancy Bromhal, Joe Dye and Sandy 
Page. I look forward to working with them as we 
continue to move toward fulfilling the endowment’s 
long term purpose to support the mission and 
ministries of St. Michael’s. 

The Greatest Generation

Help Your IRA Distribution Work for You and the Holy Michael Foundation

Holy Michael Foundation Board

Samuel Gregory Jones,  
ex-officio standing member 

 
Audrey Black             Sandy Page 
Amanda Carson  Garland Radford 
Nancy Bromhal  Will Rideout 
Joe Dye   Walter Rogers

Charlotte Griffin, Development Officer 
 

Debbie Reed, Treasurer,  
St. Michael’s, ex-officio member

— Charlotte Griffin, Director of Development

Our Faces, 
Before God
Forty-two first graders 
received their first 
communion at 
the Communion 
Celebration in March. 
Each child presented 
a silhouette to the 
congregation during 
the service, which is 
a long-standing St. 
Michael's tradition.

mailto:griffin@holymichael.org
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Talent filled the St. Michael's Parish Hall, Saturday, March 25, 
with a musical taste to fit the likes of many genres. But more than 
that, a talented and hard-working mission team put together a 
plethora of amazing delectable treats and drinks to suit almost any 
palette, while also attracting the largest and most varied donor-base 
ever to participate in a Belize Fundraiser! 

Attendees found a table venue filled with auction items, such as 
a week at Marsh Harbor Inn on Bald Head Island, admission 
vouchers to Marbles Kids Museum, tickets to Hurricanes and 
Mudcats games, summer camp weeks at the Alexander YMCA and 
Gypsy Divers, tickets to the Raleigh Little Theatre Production of 
“Piece of My Heart,” and many options. Organizers had prepared 
homemade snacks and desserts, along with fresh fruits, veggies, and 
of course the much anticipated Starbucks-donated coffees and teas! 

Once the music started, folks responded by clapping to the beat 
of the Minute Band’s up-tempo offering of several well-known 
hymns, or waxing nostalgic to the traditional show tune classics, 
such as “Hello Dolly,”  offered by Bob Spaziano and Jim Fields. 

If you didn’t care for those two genres, all you had to do was wait 
a second to admire Bruce Hunn Duet’s rendition of the Johnny 
Cash classic “I Still Miss Someone,” or the Gospel favorites “I’m 
Using my Bible as a Roadmap,” and “Three Men on a Mountain.” 
Chris McHenry offered two touching solos on his ukulele, “What 
a Wonderful World,” and love song he composed honoring his son 
Parker.  

But the hands-down (up!) hit of the night was the Community 
Music School Jazz Band, who both closed the first set and opened 
the second set with big-band and jazz favorites. Featuring alto 
and tenor sax, acoustic drums, electric bass, guitar, and piano-
synthesizer, the CMS ensemble garnered spontaneous standing 
ovation after ovation, as band members on each of the instruments 
stepped out to solo as the tracks grooved on. 

Belize Mission 2017 

With Talents and Auction, Coffeehouse         Breaks Fundraising Record
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Not to be outdone, Katie Miller joined members of the Minute 
Band, offering two reflective and contemplative spiritual songs 
with beautiful viola-based string lines — adding depth and 
meaning to piano and guitar. The musicians and audience joined 
together in closing the evening with the “Come thy Fount of 
Every Blessing.” 

Perhaps the most important “Coffeehouse talent” was the giving 
offered by so many who bought tickets and/or won auction items.  
The evening raised approximately $3,500 for the Belize Mission, 
breaking the old record by more than $1,300. 

This is good news for the children and staff of Holy 
Cross Anglican School, because these funds will 
help keep mission expenses to a minimum while 
supporting the purchase of “Celotex” insolating 
tiles. 

This is a crucial purchased, because a recent health 
inspection revealed the presence of a number of 
nesting rats within the conventional insulation that 
lines the underside of the corrugated sheet metal 
roof covering the school cafeteria above where the 
children eat their daily meals. 

This year, St. Michael’s mission team will tear out 
and dispose of the old insulation material, clean 
and sanitize the area, and then “hang” the Celotex, 
which, due to its slippery surface, rats do not like. 

We, the members of St. Michael’s Belize Mission Team 2017, 
give God praise and thanksgiving for the whole fruit of the 
Coffeehouse and how it will be used to uplift and serve His 
children in need.

— John McHenry, Belize Mission Team Leader

Belize Mission 2017 

With Talents and Auction, Coffeehouse         Breaks Fundraising Record

Our 11th Belize Mission will spend Holy Week working on Holy Cross 
Anglican School in Ambergis Cay, Belize. With the help of funds raised at 
the annual Coffeehouse, they'll install Celotex insulation over the cafeteria, 
to provide students with a clean and sanitized area to eat. Clockwise, 
from upper left: Chris McHenry performs; Claren Englebreth and her boys 
review auction items; Bruce Hunn and friend play a little bluegrass; the 
Coffeehouse feast; students from the Community Music School jazz band; 
the auction needed $3,500 for the team. Photos by Nanci Atkeson and 
John McHenry.
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This month's “saint” comes from the world of theology/social justice. 
Frederick Denison Maurice believed so strongly that the word of God 
needed to be put into action, that he became a prolific author, but he 
was also one of the founders of Christian 
Socialism.  

Maurice was born in Normanton, Suffolk 
(England) on Aug. 29, 1805. His father 
was a Unitarian preacher. He departed from 
Unitarianism, feeling that “Unitarianism 
seemed to my boyish logic incoherent and 
feeble.”  

As a child, Frederick was very bright, always 
dutiful, a voracious reader, and had little 
inclination for games. Being serious and 
precocious even as a child, he already had an 
inclination toward public service. He entered Trinity College Cambridge 
in 1823, where he obtained a degree in civil law in 1827.  

He rejected his father’s Unitarianism and was baptized, then ordained in 
the Church of England. Having read for ordination at Oxford, he had a 
distinct advantage over many of his peers in that he had been educated 
at both of the country’s top universities. He had also been active in the 
literary and social interests of London. He was acquainted with the likes 
of John Stuart Mill, and was well regarded as a lecturer, scholar, author 
and social activist. During his first curacy, he wrote his famous Moral and 
Metaphysical Philosophy.  

I was interested to discover that his appointment as chaplain in London 
was at Guy’s Hospital, where my mother was a nurse during WWII. It 
is was where Maurice’s public life began. He married at this time and 

wrote one of his most significant works, entitled, The 
Kingdom of Christ. In it, he said that the signs of the 
kingdom of Christ are “the sacraments of baptism and 
the Eucharist, to which must be added the creeds, the 
liturgy, the episcopate, and the scriptures  — in fact, all 
the marks of catholicity as exemplified in the Church 
of England.”  

In 1847, Maurice and others formed a Committee on 
Education for the education of governesses, founding 
Queen’s College. Maurice was its first principal. Not 
only did they educate women to become governesses, 
but they also opened classes in all branches of female 
education.  

Sadly, Maurice was dismissed from his professorships 
because of his leadership in the Christian Socialist 
Movement. The public and his friends were strongly 
in support of Maurice, and they looked up to him 
with the reverence one gives great spiritual teachers.  
They were absolutely devoted to him. He went on to 
develop plans for a Working Men’s College, and he 
continued to be the principal and teacher at the school 
for the rest of his life in London.  

In 1866, he was elected to the Knightsbridge 
professorship of casuistry, moral theology and moral 
philosophy at Cambridge. He continued to work both 
for social justice and teaching until the day he died, on 
April 1,1872. His feast day is April 1.

— The Rev. Holly M. Gloff

For All the Saints

F.D. Maurice Founded Queens College to Educate Women

Be the easter Bunny for a  
stepup Child

Our April outreach collection is 
Easter baskets for the young people 
at Step Up Ministry.

From the display in the parish hall, 
select a rabbit cutout with the name 
and age of a child from StepUp. 
Pink bunnies are for girls and blue 
for boys. Yellow bunnies are gender 
neutral for unknown kids arriving late 
March.

Attach rabbit to the basket and 
return filled basket to the Parish Hall 
by Monday April 10.

Suggested items are: toothpaste, 
toothbrush, underwear, socks, 
small age appropriate toys, books, 
cards, games, healthy snacks (please 
limit candy) Contact: Karen Ryden,   
rydenk@bellsouth.net.St. Elizabeth ECW Chapter donated a number of baskets for StepUp this year. We will need 50 

baskets this spring to provide every StepUp child an Easter basket.

F.D. Maurice, Priest



9

Chronicles of Canterbury

 This month, the OWLS program ends its speaker and our 
final field trip programs until fall. 
 We'll be taking to the Carolina Skies when we visit 
the Morehead Planetarium in Chapel Hill on April 6.  Although 
“Carolina Skies” is one of the longest-running planetarium shows 
at Morehead, this show is never the 
same twice. This “live” star show is 
led by a Morehead educator and 
is a traditional planetarium show 
that focuses on stars, planets and 
constellations.

“Carolina Skies” takes 
Morehead visitors on a guided tour 
of the nighttime sky as it appears 
in North Carolina.  We'll learn how to identify celestial objects 
visible to the naked eye and how to find the cardinal directions 
using celestial signposts.  We will learn about the legends and myths 
created by ancient cultures to explain the astronomical phenomena 
observed by those cultures.
 “Carolina Skies” shows include an exciting “fly-out” 
experience that travels beyond our Solar System into the Milky 
Way Galaxy and beyond into our universe!1
 The cost will be $5.50 per person, and it would be helpful 
if you could bring exact change.  
 We will collect the fee as we gather in the lobby before 
boarding our vans for the trip.  Lunch will be on your own at the 
famous “Mama Dipps” restaurant.  Our tour will begin at 11:30 so 
we will gather in the lobby at 10:30, collect the admission payment 
and be on our way.  We will return to St. Michael’s by 3 p.m.  

Our final speaker for the program year will be Leonard 
Jernigan, whom we all know as Lennie.  Lennie has been a member 

of St. Michael’s since 1980, when he married Betsy 
Manly, whose parents were founding members and 
helpe create the Manly Garden.

Lennie has been practicing law in his 
own firm since 1988. Last year, after reading 
about distracted driving in a trial lawyer magazine, 
he volunteered to study the issue and make 
presentations on this topic. In 2009, Casey Feldman, 
the 21-year-old daughter of a lawyer in Philadelphia, 
crossed a street in New York City and was killed 
by a distracted driver.  In his grief, her father began 
investigating distracted driving and teamed up 
with researchers at the Children’s Hospital of 
Philadelphia, as well as other safety experts, to 
design a science-based presentation about this 
topic.  Well-crafted videos have been made to 
show the stories, the science and the dangers of 
distracted driving. 

I know that we often think of teenagers 
texting as the sole culprits of distracted driving, but 
I think you’ll find some surprises in what Lennie has 
to share with us. Join us on Thursday,  April 20 at    
2 p.m. for his program.
 I hope you'll join us for both of these 
fascinating programs.  And mark your calendars 
for May 18, when we will host all of our seniors 
for the annual Spring Fling.  We'll enjoy lunch and 
entertainment, and choose our Senior of the Year.  
Sign-up will be posted soon at the front desk.

— The Rev. Holly M. Gloff

Join Us This Month for a View of the Carolina Skies

GROWTH
continued from page 2

the context and power for true life 
that God is offering us in Jesus as the 
means for new life and growth. For 
instance, on Good Friday we witness 
the compassion of God for us in the 
death of Jesus, so that we can grow 
in self-acceptance, tenderness in our 
hearts and minds. This is profoundly 
healing. Then, after the quiet of Holy 
Saturday, God shows us, on Easter, 
God shows vindicates Jesus in the 
resurrection. We glimpse the possibility 
of a resurrected life that has not death 
as its horizon, but transfigured life.  In 
Jesus’ Resurrection we witness the transfiguration of the physical, we 
witness the ultimate victory of love and compassion, we witness a new 
dawn that begins small and spreads its radiance over all the earth. 

God transforms our human lives by giving us the Passion of Jesus 

— revealing God’s compassionate care — and 
by giving us the Resurrection — revealing 
God’s ultimate victory and command in Jesus. 
The Passion and Resurrection of Jesus are 
the growthful environments in which human 
beings can at least become what we were made 
to be: images of God, friends of the divine, 
brothers and sisters to Jesus. walking around 
this earth and sharing in his live 

Let us then listen with attention what God is 
saying to us, the divine Word, this Holy Week 
and Easter. What God is saying in Jesus gives 
us a chance again at true life, true flourishing, 
a chance to become all that we were made to 
be, beginning with the lives we already have 

and going from there.

— The Rev. Robert Fruehwirth
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Wednesday 
Words & 
Wisdom

7 p.m.
April 12

Ten Poems That 
Can Change Your 

Life
by Robert 
Housden

Home of Lisa 
Williamson

Newcomers 
Welcome

 
Habitat 

Episcopal 
Build

Work Day

Saturday 
April 1

8 a.m. 

921 Skinner 
Drive Raleigh

Contact: 
Joe Warenda

Men’s Retreat 2017 

Belonging & Brotherhood 
Sometimes a man has to whack a ball, or aim 
at a sporting clay and fire, slap his brothers on 
the back and start all over again. Though men 
might not say it, belonging to a brotherhood 
is an important part of life, a desire to be part 
of something that's larger than yourself.

Please join us for lively discussion, prayer, 
sports and relaxed fun, with friends new and 
old on Friday, April 21 and Saturday, April 
22, in Whispering Pines.

Cost: $175 includes room, dinner, breakfast 
and a box lunch

Activities include golf and sporting clays with 
a third activity to be added soon.

Sign up:  Please look for the registration forms in the church lobby.  
Men’s Ministry representatives will be available after Sunday services.

Friday & Saturday 
April 21 & 22

Belonging to the 
Brotherhood 
with the Rev. Greg Jones 
&  the Rev. Robert 
Fruehwirth

The Country Club of 
Whispering Pines 
Whispering Pines, NC 

In 1990, St. Michael's parishioners embarked upon a project to build a 
home through Habitat for Humanity for a Vietnamese Montangnard 
family who had recently relocated to Raleigh. The neighborhood would 
include homes for five Montangnard families, and the St. Michael's 
house would become a permanent home for a family who had spent years 
without one.

Harriet Hill, a longtime 
parishioner, was assigned the title 
of "nurturer," and as such began a 
friendship with H'Yoanh Buonya 
and her family that remains to 
this day.

In March, Habitat honored the 
Buonya family at their annual 
Blueprint fundraising breakfast, 
citing them as examples of how 
Habitat for Humanity gives a 
new start to families, enabling 
success. In the years since 
their home was completed, the 
Buoynas have both completed 
degrees, and their children have 
all graduated from college. Several years ago, Harriet, a writer, helped 
H'Yoanh tell her remarkable story in Escaping Viet Nam, a memoir.

This spring, another family will benefit from St. Michael's participation 
in Habitat for Humanity's Episcopal Build Coalition. St. Michael’s is a 
major contributor to this year’s project at 921 Skinner Drive, Raleigh. 
We find ourselves again blessed to have so many fantastic organizations 
working together to provide housing for a well-deserved family.  

Habitat for Humanity of Wake County reached a new goal in 2016 of 
51 new homes, third among U.S. affiliates. Much of this success was due 

Join the Episcopal Build 2017 for Habitat for Humanity
to volunteers just like us from 
St. Michael’s. In 2016, Habitat 
engaged 14,274 people in the 
mission and helped serve 76 
families with housing. 

The need for housing in Wake 
County is greater than ever. This 
need must be met with volunteers. 
Please support St. Michael’s in 
building this home and completing 
the dream for a well-deserved 
family.

For the second year, Episcopal 
organizations throughout the 
diocese have banded together 
for Episcopal Build 2017. St. 
Michael's is responsible for the 
labor pool on April 1, May 6 and 
May 12.  If you’re interested in 
volunteering, sign up at https://
habitatwake.volunteerhub.com/
lp/episcopalbuild2017/events. 

No experience needed and all 
adults welcome!

Contact: Joe Warenda at joe@
millsconstructionco.com or 919-
602-0839

— Joe Warenda,  
Habitat Team Leader  

From left, parishioner Nancy Brohmal,, of 
Habitat for Humanity, with H'Yoanh Buonya, 
daughter, Ceicile, and husband, Y-Jim.

Each year, the St. Michael’s Altar 
Guild decorates the church with 
lilies, given by parishioners in 
memory of or in thanksgiving 
for friends and loved ones. After 
Easter, these beautiful plants are 
delivered to the sick, the home-
bound and bereaved parishioners. 
Won’t you join us in continuing 
this tradition? Each tribute is $15. 

Proceeds go to the Rector’s 
Discretionary Fund. 

E-mail tributes to lilytributes@
holymichael.org, mail or drop off 
check. Mail form/check to St. 
Michael’s. Place form/check in box 
in the lobby. Place form/check in 
offering plate. Make checks out to 
St. Michael’s. Deadline: Friday, 
April 7.

Easter Lily Tributes

https://habitatwake.volunteerhub.com/lp/episcopalbuild2017/events
https://habitatwake.volunteerhub.com/lp/episcopalbuild2017/events
https://habitatwake.volunteerhub.com/lp/episcopalbuild2017/events
mailto:joe@millsconstructionco.com
mailto:joe@millsconstructionco.com
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April 2
Julian of norwich & her compassion for god

with the rev. robert fruehwirth 
Julian of Norwich’s spirituality revolves around the 
experience of God’s compassion for us, and her 
own for God. She was shaken and transformed by 
her journey into Jesus’ Passion as a revelation of 
God’s self-sacrificial love. For her, a spiritual life in 
Jesus is a living interplay of compassion for God, for 
ourselves, and for the world. 

April 9 (Palm Sunday)
the reluctant Kneeler: etty hillesum and the 
passion for god

the rev. robert fruehwirth

Etty Hillesum was a highly intelligent Jewish woman 
who underwent a powerful conversion to God 
as a young woman on the eve of World War II. 
From her diaries and letters we catch glimpses of a 
passionate woman who carried her faith and love 
for God through the terrors of Nazi occupation and 
ultimately into Auschwitz. 

April 23
earth day lecture: to save our planet, plan it! 
with norman wood

In an early celebration of Earth Day 2017, 
Norm Wood will share with us thoughts about 
stewardship for the earth and how we can better 
care for this beautiful planet.

April 30 & May 6 
the resurrection appearances of Jesus

with the rev. stephen elKins-williams

Of the 89 chapters in the four Gospels, only five 
are devoted to Jesus’ resurrection appearances 
to his followers.  Yet they are among the most 
engaging, provoking, empowering stories in all 
of Scripture. What does it mean that Jesus was 
unrecognizable but that “they knew it was the 
Lord,” that he ate and drank with his disciples and 
touched them and breathed on them, but that he 
easily appeared and disappeared from their sight? 

The Rev. Stephen Elkins-Williams was Rector of the 
Chapel of the Cross in Chapel Hill from 1985-2015 
and presently is Priest-in-Residence at St. Stephen’s, 
Durham.

Duff/Capps Scholarship 
Deadline April 30
Applications for The Duff/Capps Higher 
Education Scholarship are being accepted for 
the scholarship in memory of parishioner Bill 
Duff. After Bill’s death in August 2015, donations 
topped $13,000 for the scholarship, which was 
begun by Claire Duff Capps, daughter of Bill 
and Sally Duff, as part of a high school project. 
Last year, three high school seniors received the 
scholarship, which was renamed to reflect the 
contributions made in Bill’s memory. 

The scholarship is not only for high school 
seniors headed to college. Others who anticipate 
a first-year education experience (community 
college, graduate school, etc.) are also 
encouraged to apply. 

Applications are now available online at 
holymichael.org, or through Abby Van Noppen. 
Deadline for applications is Sunday, April 30. 
Winners will be announced on Senior Sunday, 
May 14.
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Holy Week at St. Michael's
Sunday, April  9 — Palm Sunday

Liturgy of the Palms 
8 a.m. • 9:30 a.m. • 11:30 a.m. 

 
11 a.m. Easter Egg Hunt for ages 2-K

Wednesday, April 12 
12:15 p.m. Eucharist, followed by lunch

Thursday, April 13   
7:30 p.m., Maundy Thursday Liturgy & Footwashing

Friday, April 14 
Noon, Good Friday Liturgy (no Eucharist)

7 p.m. Stations of the Cross

Saturday, April 15 — Holy Saturday 
The Great Vigil of Easter 

7:30 p.m.

 Sunday, April 16 

Easter Day Holy Eucharist   
8 a.m., *9:30 a.m. & *11:30 a.m.

Flowering of the cross & mite box collection at 9:30 a.m.

 *nursery for 2 and under

Wake County Big Sweep 
Saturday, April 1

The Environmental Stewardship Committee 
invites our parishioners to participate in making 
our environment litter-free. 

Walnut Creek Wetland in southeast Raleigh ~~ 
9 a.m. to Noon

Meet at the Walnut Creek Wetland Center 
located at 950 Peterson Street, Raleigh, NC 
27610. Please wear work clothes, pants and boots 
(no open-toed shoes) and bring a water bottle. 
Children accompanied by an adult are welcome. 

Volunteers must pre-register! 
WC.WetlandCenter@raleighnc.gov. Questions? 
Contact Scotty Steele, 919-782-2842 or 
scottysteele@bellsouth.net


